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“For I pray God for the introduction of new creatures into this island. For I 
pray God for the ostriches of Salisbuty Plain, the beavers of the Medway and 
silver fish of Thames. ” Christopher Smart 'Rejoice in the 
Lamb' .Poet,naturalist,lunatic (1722-1771) 

Well I am writing this shortly after having come back to Macclesfield after go¬ 
ing to the Weird Weekend, hosted by Jon Downes in Hartland, Devon. If you 
didn't go (why not?) then there is always Weird Weekend North near Manches¬ 
ter from April l st -2 nd 2017. Meanwhile life goes on relatively normally at Devo 
Mansions, the next major cryptozoological event I kn ow of apart from the pub¬ 
lication of Flying Snake #11 is the publication of Karl Shuker's book on the 
Loch Ness Monster,then a few weeks or more after that the publication by CFZ 
Press of my Muirhead's Mysteries book of blogs. Recently I have been purchas¬ 
ing back issues of the A5 size Fortean Times from the AFU Shop in Sweden 
because I want to fill in gaps that I am missing, so I will have all issues 1-60 
inclusive. I also bought an issue of Flying Saucer Review (has it gone bust?) 
from 1978 that had an article on the “Stacks Rocks Humanoids” case from 
Wales that I recall reading way back in the early 1980s. This tied in neatly with 
a talk Jon Downes gave at the Weird Weekend on the chupacabra in Puerto 
Rico because in the same issue of F.S.R was a piece on a flying humanoid on 
that island. Or Bolivia, I forget. 

This issue of FS actually covers a belief in Puerto Rico ages ago that the name 
of St Patrick could be invoked to drive out insects, (see Notes & Queries). Also, 
the usual motley crew of flying serpents, out of place Egyptian artefacts, (in 
Yorkshire of all places), singing worms (oh yes!) And there is a special empha¬ 
sis on lake and sea monsters, for no particular reason other than I am in a sea- 
serpentish sort of mood. I saw Roy Mackal's book on the Loch Ness Monster in 
a book stall in Manchester the other day but sadly I didn't have enough money 
to buy it. Hopefully it'll still be there the next time I visit, or will it,er, have dis¬ 
appeared like Nessie?! 

On a more personal level I turn 50 ,(or should that be I DE-VO lve to 50) on 

November 5 th 2016. Thanks to other members of my family a jolly good time is 
promised to happen, I am sure it will. Finally I would like to tha nk Dr Karl 
Shuker for mentioning me twice in his 'A Manifestation of Monsters: Examin¬ 
ing the (Un)Usual Suspects ' (2015). Karl has offered to write the foreword to 
my Muirhead's Mysteries book. Thanks to al who contributed to F.S. no 11! 















It's Hallowe'en 1 and The Zuiyo 
Maru Carcass is coming to get you 

Scott Mardis 





IT $ H 4110 WE IPf AVr THE TU1Y0 MAPI! K COMING TO 

GIT YOU! BY SCOTT MAftOTf 

Yes, that abominable thing, probably a basking shark, possibly a 
plesiosaur! Trapped in a nightmare limbo. neither fully a plesiosaur or 
a pseudo plesiosaur, an amorphous blob with some parts mosasanr, 
some parts pLesiosaur, almost a basking shark but not quite, Whatever 
it is, it's dead, It smells of retting flesh and it's comin g to get you! 
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For those of you who don't know this tale of horror, on April 25, 
1977, a dead and rotting, 32 ft long animal carcass was brought up in 
the fishing net of the Japanese commercial fishing vessel Zuiyo Maru 
off the east coast of New Zealand. Curious but fearing contamination 
of the fish already on board, the crew brought the creature on deck, 
photographed it 5 times, cut 42 pieces of fibrous tissues from one of 
the pectoral fins, measured the various body parts and then cast it 
back in the sea, with the intention of retrieving it later. 


fLATl 2 



Ships were sent to look for the carcass, but it was never found. 
When the biologists of Japan were shown the photographs of die 
carcass in July 1977, here was the reaction: 
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Scientists in Japan who have seen all 
the evidence have tended to confirm that 
the creature was not a familiar one. Prof¬ 
essor Yoshinori Imaizuni, director of re¬ 
search at the Tokyo National Science Mus¬ 
eum, said: "It's not a fish, whale or any 
other mammal. It’s a reptile and the 
sketch looks very like a plesiosaurus... 
This was a precious and important discov¬ 
ery for human beings. It seems to show 
that these animals are not extinct after 
all. It's impossible for only one to have 
survived. There must be a group." (Denver 
Post , 7/21/77; Credit:" Elly Fithian). 

Tokio Shikama, "a scholar of ancient 
animals" at Yokohama National University, 
said: "It has to be a plesiosaurus. These 
creatures must still roam the seas off 
New Zealand feeding on fish." He called 
the area an "ideal habitat," abounding 
in fish and with a surface temperature of 
about 50° F. (Wire service reports, July 
25, 1977). 
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The COHLFOversy iimmpdifltiely jpr?ad from lukyo 
LliFOughom the world, Was L( a hoax? Was il □ prehistoric 
pJesiosiur? Prof. J-ujin Yasudo of Tokyo Fisheries 
University Siiid; “As soon as | saw [he photon, J knew it 
was something extremely rare. WishouL ii bone simple, 
however, il's LttLp&stfibie to determine jmi What animat ir 
was.’' Tokyo Skikama, an andent-animal expert <i( 
Yokohama National University identified the creature as 
indeed being, a plesiosaur and. a Uni vet shy of Chicago 
biology professor, 5 .h'.h Van. V alert, agreed, saying: "If 
Skikamu says it is a plesiosaur, it must he a plesipsam. 
lie's worked on manne mummals. ami is 3 respected 
taper!. 1,1 Vun YuLen added rhm hr is "Ijiirly well eoiivinuej 
ilitre is something, big in Loch Ness 1 ' us. well. A Scottish 
Then the story tuck, a decisive turn: 


Japanese Says That Sea Creature 
.. Cnuld Be Related to Sha rk_S B eciesi 

i TOKYO, July 25.{ AF)—A marine "amlo- ; 

\ gist nays a 30-foot, two -ton sea creatur- 
hi(n i?u~ uy“Tf - d'dTi-Jfn esd ’liSW ittf" O rf 1 ■’TSirv.' 1 
' Zealand in April -.showed n hiorhemical c 
> makeup similar to ^hai pt a kind of' shark. 
A - spnkesmairi Tor Prdfi Fujlo Yastrdn | 
of Tokyo Fisheries University Finid today 
that a'^as chromaLofiraphy analysis ..or ■ 
a whisker-1 Ike specinucii fro.m the crea¬ 
ture showed It contained various amino 
- acids seer in a species of shark, Prionac-e ■ 
Id I a mi uX; That- usually grows to 1 a-hi&si- : 
mum length of 18 feet- j 

r 'YEts-utla stressed lhaL ihe report l»-. 
strict tv tentative', and whs; it shows is | 
only that the monster co- id have been ■ 
-a shark, not that il was nothing but 0 - 
shark." the spokesman sal:' Prior to ihe . 
chemiul analysis, the professor said the - 
creature resembled an ex I; :ct sea reptile 
1 of -130 million years aso- ■ -I 

1 The trawler Zuiyo Mam fished, up the; 
i dead creature and sent a specimen."and 
pl 1 otographs to" Tokyo do: .-tiwiLysis. The i 
. rotted, carcass was thrown back because | 
j crewmen feared it woti contaminate | 
i their catch. , , _ 
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Using ^ uieihod known as ict-n-ex- 
rhange dhrtMMlQgia phy to determine the 
.miinn-acid structure of the prate m in the 
fibrous strands YanO had given him,. Px. 
5-higeru SCLmura, a biochemist at the To¬ 
kyo University school of fisheries, found 
thai for every 1,QQQ unit* of a mi HO aUd f. in 
the moftSter t Issue. 40 were of a type called 
tyrosine The amino-acid structure of a 
blue shark's fin avenged M units of tyro¬ 
sine per 1..000 of amino acids which. 

Kltnura Sflldj represented a rf. markable 
correlation. 

"Among ftsis, it is known that only 
sharks and rays have the type of protein 
called eJasioidin/' Pr. K said "But 
as for reptiles, 3 do not think there is 
relevant data, even abroad." 

He added that the protein could not 
kivr rnmp from a mammal's skin or hair. 

Thus, ■chemically,, the morviler may have 
been either a fferh or, pnssihly, a reptile, Irul 
not a mammal 
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"Tven Lf (he tissue contains the same 
proleiji is the shark's, it ip rash to say that 
the monster is a shuik/' said Prof. Tokto 
^hikama, t paleontologist a( Yokohama 
Nationa.1 University. "The finding is not 
enough to refute i speculation that the 
monster is a plesiosaur." 

Fir.aJlv. this hacper.ed: 


It un* in the k^Miiid of lint J«ly Ihol Df F«p Yaouk prok*«or of irHlnit|n|r 
a» 'Hjr tvuverslty, came U> my office urn! showed me mine |**«ti^r.aj*h» A% I itmnrt 
M. tlrangr err Mure fc w in the pliologrigib^ I felt t wot*) crcftle u gicJl scirulkm. 

The phrti^pln >hn»r*J (Ik carom of .in animal rtul hid been handed up mi a 
I'fPJWK trawler, the Zaityu mur« <2,455 ims, captain, Akira lannka) nl lalyo I rttr) 
Company, IjhI.. Irom n thrpth of 300 m at 41*57* S, 170*017 E, about 10 miles cm «if! 
t lirhiclmrvh. Nrw Zealand. on the romting of Ape. 25. 1977. Mr MkTiihiLo Ymo. 
an attry »rt:lHin chief of Ibr cimipmy iH n <m Kuril, took phnlnpiipln and AMile 
nRowtncnlt uml u xlcult of this aniimf 

Oi Y»’» relum U> tic Tokyo bemkfuolm nf (he Tnijn Fishery Company, the 
company requeued IH. Yasmk in identify this unumctl animal from the phitairnph ia<J 
•kclLfc nudr by Mr, Yams. Dr. Viraadn peeked toward will the icknltfirntinn wnr* in 
conceit ■*liti otliea st-fcnllsis in varkn* fekh 

l» Ihr menntime, the laiyo Htkcry Corrftany discloaed llic rapture tlmy, prrvoting 
ihe pbolnf.rnpt* imi «Utch »t :i pn*w interview the OPtw p fy be4d on July 20. Il 
»» before Dr. Yatuda uikI lih cnlldhx aftcm> drew any ocwkIikkmi oil the tuumonik pus* 
lion of the animal, hK certain orcwn-uiiKcs nay hmc obliged llic company t>-> reknw 
Ihe «Oiy. It wa» *c4 >urpriun|* ikol a frw nrw^piper* published VCQ SCUStftk'ul stink' 
in (heir nrntng editions of the same Jut. speculating ifti kbrnlity ns n pant dark, pi 
wtt", NrxMr. cw mker members Since then, all newspapers devuied 2 In pc vjmv fi>r 
this nnlmal In their daily inact. Radio and Itici-ainn war* no ka« rnllimiastk* in deal** • 
with it Harry mririy of upax-ulanr**, each quoting. i» %;irkiA» ways, comments <4 set- 
rntists. circulated nil user the country. 

Under nidi circumstances, ihe Taiyo Fishery Company mud? an interim report on 
July 25. using the results of studies of the chemical analyte* of tbe ‘k»»ny Wk-r’ of lie 
In *» eke main topic This report was iinnuuioed by l>r. Yisuda and Dr. Shigeru 
Kirnuit), Tokyo Uttisendc* of FWtrdrx. who .-iroued in idcntrfytng the animal. The coo 
cfoaon <4 die inletim ainnuiKom-nt was tbnl tbc favmomk nfhliaiv.vi of the animnl 
txnld not be determined, ih.'ugh the kuny (ilier «m vtnilur h Ktlure in the fin rays 
of a group of living animals. However, this similuiCy *n to much cutplmi/cd in nvnc 
ncw*pnpfn that people afpeated imaNe ti> dntinpjlsh ueoirMlc aniotmalimi. Il wua wiki 
tNil the cunmnmicaikn om£a hard presaed with a Hood of questions from citizens: 
What is Uc uuc identity of llic numstcr V 

In the mh±K of such confusion I lliougtt I dhuild imtkr clfnrtc lo i««lk prtnnjfls 
such uWusrn I pn'poKd » meeting lo sclentecs In israKis flridv imbiding hkchcnilsiry 
iLhth»uliip, p*lo-#n.-»^y. nmipnralivc anatomy, inmiunofogy. tiuimancAopy. elc. At tl«L 
I'usi meeting lirld on Sep I, I put the fofk>w|^g p(opc«kk«i before the twelve science... 
palheitxl <fcr mrmben, kc list I): At the moment nobody can piae n decisive Amur* 
to the quoin** as an the rnaet uiomimic veatvs c4 the aitirru I herelore. I heffertr it 
worlhuhlk lu publish ft document, hi ck; fni« a report from a proper somtthc to 
cirty ptuinU prevnlng owr dis^kd opblkms. I hen. kt the readets have their own vicw> 


baicd ou (heir own evaluation of the article:* prevented in the publication, and. from now 
on, let ns refrain from giving individual publicity to our opinions. Fortunately. I gained 
the approval of all of the scientists participated in the meeting. We decided to publish 
he report from the Society Franco-Japonaisc (TOclunograpJiic, Tokyo (president, Tada- 
yosHi Sasaki). A second meeting was held on Sep. 19 (for members, see list 2) in older 
to exchange references and opinions. 

All of the scientists participated in the meetings except for Prof. Yutaku Nagal of 
the Tokyo Medical and Eternal University gave their understanding to the intention of 
my proposal, and contributed their papers for publication. I am very grateful to all 
of (Item The editorial board was constituted by Tadayoshi Sasaki (chief'. Tokyo Uni¬ 
versity of Fisheries), Fujao Yasuda (Tokyo University of Fisheries). Keiji Naui (Japan 
Marine Fishery Resource Research Center), and Yasuhiko Tala (then at the Institute for 
Breeding Research, Tokyo University ol Agriculture and presently at Tokyo Univcisity of 
Fisheries). 

Finally I wish to express my gratitude to all of the scientists who readily contributed 
articles, the editois who willingly took charge of editorial work, Dr Yasuhiko Tnki who 
assisted in the translation of muny pupcis. and many oilier persons who helped coninbule 
to this publication. 

January 15, 1978 Dr. ToduyusJii Sasaki 

President 

Tokyo University of Fisheries 
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Y^i lf TVTiSSrj'Jr fir* 

CLoilect.ecKPa 


Suiyp mwH':- : I 




Wliich led to this: 


The Morphology and Chemical Composition of Horny 
Fiber from an Unidentified Creature Captured off 
the Coast of New Zealand* 

Shigeru Kimura**, Katsuyuki Fu.m***, Hajimc Sato****, 
Sucshigc Sf.ta**** and Minoru Kubota** 


Alwlrort: 'rile only material evidence, horny fiber, of an unidentified creature captured off 
the coast of New Zealand was characterized with respects to its hydrothermal behaviour, 
electron microscope observation, and chemical composition. From the combined results, the 
horny fiber was identified as a unique collescnotts liber, clasloidin. which has been reported 
to occur only in shark fins. Especially, it was almost identical to a basking shark clasloidin 
in its amino acid composition. Titus, these findings may lead us to the conclusion lhat the 
unidentified creature is a basking shark or a closely related species to it. 

Which ultimately resulted in this: 

Sea-monster or Shark? 

An Analysis of a Supposed Plesiosaur Carcass Netted in 1977 
© 1997-98, Glen J. Kuban E-mail gkpaleo@yahoo.com 
Published in Reports of the National Center for Science Education . 
May/June 1997. Vol. 17. No. 3. pp. 16-28. 

Abstract 

A decayed carcass accidentally netted by a Japanese trawler near New 
Zealand in 1977 has often been claimed by creationists and others to be a 
likely plesiosaur or prehistoric "sea-monster." Plesiosaurs were a group of 
long-necked, predatory marine reptiles with four paddle-like limbs, 
thought to have gone extinct with the dinosaurs about 65 million years 
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ago. However, several lines of evidence, including lab results from tissue 
samples taken from the carcass before it was discarded, strongly point 
to the specimen being a shark, and most likely a basking shark. This 
should not be surprising, since basking sharks are known to decompose 
into "pseudoplesiosaur" forms, and their carcasses have been mistaken for 
"sea-monsters" many times in the past. Unfortunately, the results of 
scientific smdies on the carcass data received less media attention than the 
early sensational reports, allowing widespread misconceptions about this 
case to continue circulating. Therefore, a thorough review of its history 
and the pertinent evidence is warranted. 

A more neutral version is to be found here: 

Biol. Bull. 202: 1-5. (February 2002), HowTo Tell a Sea 
Monster: Molecular Discrimination of Large Marine Animals of 
the North Atlantic, S. M. CARR1,*, H. D. MARSHALL 1, K. A. 
JOHNSTONE1, L. M. PYNN1, AND G. B. STENSON2 {IGenetics, 
Evolution, and Molecular Systematics Laboratory, Department of 
Biology, Memorial University of Newfoundland, St. John's, 

Newfoundland A1B 3X9, Canada; and ZMarine Mammals Section, 
Science, Oceans, and Environment Branch, Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans, PO Box 5667, St. John's, Newfoundland A1C 5X1, Canada]- "A 
1977 discovery in the nets of a Japanese fishing trawler was initially 
described as a 'plesiosaur’, but detailed morphological examination 
strongly suggests chondrichthian origins (Kuban, 1997).”-pg. 4 

But....wait a minute.what about this? 


Comparison of 


the Unidentified Animal with 


Fossil Animals* 


Ikuwo OB AT A** and 


Yoshio ToMODA** 
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Celestial Intervention and the 

Nephilim 

Michael Hardcastle 

The ancient book of Enoch, along with the Biblical Genesis account, may go 
a long way in shedding some light on the true nature of both the bigfoot and 
UFO phenomena. For those with a Biblical world-view, these ancient 
Hebrew writings give an indepth explanation to the apparent supernatural 
aspects of the bigfoot phenomena and how it might tie into the UFO enigma. 
The fallen angels had intermingled there own DNA with humans as well as 
with animals, as Genesis, the Book of Enoch and the Book of Giants, (two 
Pseudepigrapha books found among the dead sea scrolls) explains. Genesis 
6:12 specificly states that all flesh had been corrupted in the days of Noah by 
the fallen angels or the Watchers, as the Book of Enoch calls them. My 
hypothesis is that the bigfoot/sasquatch, dogman, black eyed kids and so 
called grey aliens, are all, in fact, modern forms of the biblical Nephilim or 
demonic hybrids, the seed of the serpent or fallen cherabim, in Genesis. 

Many of these creatures are often seen in connection with a UFO or strange 
orbs of light. The dogman phenomena especially seems to show a direct 
tampering with both human and canine/wolf DNA and the creatures 
themselves project a malevolent supernatural fear and demonic evil, that 
infects the people who witness it with the so-called ’nameless dread’. The 
savagery of these supernatural entities defies belief, as the report of 'THE 
BEAST OF LBL' shows. This particular wolf-man attack on a young family 
in a Western Kentucky rural camp grounds in the Daniel Boon National 
Forest , was truly horrific and left the police who investigated the case, in a 
state of shock, fear and confusion and represents what I believe to be a 
Nephilim attack. The victims appeared to have been butchered and torn to 
pieces by a predator with large claws and long incisors that did not match 
any of the local predatory animals, such as bears, cougers or wolves. It had 4 
long claws and a smaller digit, like a thumb, on the side, with a span that was 
wider then a man’s print. During the investigaton, saliva taken from the bite 
marks, as well as long, grey and brown hairs from the creature were 
collected. The tests on these specimens came back as a species of unknown 
origin. The closest animal that they could be compared with was a Canis 
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Lupis, a wolf. One of the victims was found half eaten high in a tree which clearly 
discounts a wolf attack. As cryptozoologist Jack Cary said “with dogman there 
really is no biological answer, and thats deeply disturbing on a level that sasquatch 
will never be”. And regarding both sasquacth and dogman DNA Jack Cary says 
“if you want to know the truth, that a lot of these scientists, these geneticist, are 
scared to death that they're finding human DNA in these samples”. And this, in my 
opinion, is a clear indicator that the age old genetic tampering from the fallen 
angels, is still ongoing in modem times.Veteran Sasquatch researcher, Ron 
Morehead, has concluded that bigfoot may well be a degenerated form of the 
Biblical Nephilim, as seen in his following quote - “ I believe bigfoot may be a 
diluted form of the Nephilim that the Bible talks about Ron Morehead. This 
conclusion will no doubt be dismissed out of hand by many in the 
cryptozooalogical community and by those who do not have a Biblical world¬ 
view. I dare say this is why the Melba Ketchum DNA study has been attacked and 
covered up by many in the academic world. The DNA study clearly showed that 
bigfoot is half-human on the mother's side { Mitochondrial DNA } and unknown 
on the father's side, { Nuclear DNA } results that, as Ron Morehead admits, points 
directly to celestial intervention, just as the account in Genesis and the Book of 
Enoch describe. It also, coincidently, fits in perfectly with the intervention theory 
of Lloyd Pye, although in this hypothesis I believe bigfoot to be a hybrid offspring 
of fallen angels and humans, not extraterrestrials. 

The Nephilim/bigfoot theory would, no doubt, be the most unpopular, as most 
researchers are convinced these creatures are some type of undescribed ape or the 
extinct species called Gigantopithecus, but one has to take all the strange 
phenomena surrounding them into consideration, not just what they superficially 
resemble or just the evidence that would back up your world-view. Some of this 
strange phenomena include reports of de-materialization, often evidenced by a line 
of tracks that suddenly disappear, the extreme fear shown by animals, as if they 
have sensed a supernatural side to these creatures, (a perfect example of this 
would be the many reports of tracking dogs refusing to follow the sent of a bigfoot 
as shown in the following quote from a Tom Slick expedition - (" A very special 
dog that had been trained to hunt bears. Red claimed that his dog was fearless and 
would run anything, but when they came to tracks on an old logging road, the 
dogs hackles bristled and it refused to move down the trail. Everyone froze as the 
dog howled in fear and ran back towards camp." - Tom Slick Mystery Hunter 

Also the many reports of a sulphur or a burning rubber-like smell, an odour often 
associated with poltergeist cases, such as the Amityville horror and many other 
hauntings. In short the bigfoot phenomena goes hand in glove with a plethora of 
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what one might call "paranormal activity", activity that has often included a 
direct tie-in with UFOs. 

"A slew of unexplained occurrences have been witnessed by researchers in 
Sylvanic, BC. Their first surprise episode took place during the team's winter 
2006 expedition, when a roll of colour film in the photographer's camera 
became overexposed to a high-intensity energy beam that ruined every image. 
While this caused confusion for the researchers, this exact scenario has been 
reported on several occasions by photographers with a documented history of 
UFO encounters, especially Eduard Meier. On another day hike into the 
Sylvanic Valley in 2008 the group heard and witnessed the killing of their dog 
that had broken away from the group to chase a rabbit. This prohibited act was 
met with lethal force as a Sasquatch broke the dog's backbone with a single 
blow before disappearing instantaneously."- Resonant Atomic Reactions and 
the Glow of Sasquatch Eyes by Alex Putney 

Two pioneers in the field of the UFO/Nephilim connection were the late Dr 
I.D.E. Thomas, author of a classic book on the subject called 'The Omega 
Conspiracy' and the English theologian, George H. Pember (1836 - 1910) 
who’s 1876 masterpiece, 'Earth's Earliest Ages' is a tour-de-force in interpreting 
the modern day UFO and paranonnal phenomena through the light of ancient 
Hebrew texts, such as 'The Book of Enoch’, 'The Genesis Apocryphon’, and of 
course Genesis chapter 6. The book of Enoch is an ancient Jewish apocryphal 
work from the second century B.C. while older portions of the book that deal 
with the Watchers could date from about 300 BC. It is regarded as canonical by 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church and appears as the first book before 
Genesis in the Ethiopian Bible. It was excluded from the formal canon of the 
Hebrew Bible (Tanakh }. It is ascribed by Hebrew tradition to Enoch, the great¬ 
grandfather of Noah, and the book itself asserts Enoch as its author. The book 
was rediscovered by Scottish explorer James Bruce, who brought back three 
copies of the Book of Enoch from Abyssinia in 1773. Robert Henry Charle's 
translation and commentary of the Ethiopic text came out in 1893, and the 
English version of his translation in 1912. Also fragments of the ancient Book 
of Enoch were found among the Dead Sea Scrolls, written in Aramaic. The 
book deals with such topics as fallen angels, known in Hebrew as the b’nai ha 
Elohim ('sons of God'), resurrection, and last judgement. It had a substantial 
influence on the early Christians, in fact a number of Bible writers recognised 
it's important Jewish heritage and makes clear reference to it in the New 
Testament book of Jude 1:14-15, quoting Enoch 1:9 {2:1- "And Enoch also, the 
seventh from Adam prophesied of these, saying, “Behold, the Lord cometh with 
ten thousands of his saints, to execute judgement upon all, and to convince all 

17 



that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have 
ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches, which ungodly sinners have 
spoken against him." The Book of Enoch makes clear that demonic cosmic 
powers are behind the evil on the earth today, an evil that has its origin with the 
fallen angels of the Genesis 6 account and who are responsible for the 
corruption of humanity and the fall of God's creation. 

Some native American tribes also believed that the origin of the bigfoot lay in 
the supernatural realm, as can be seen in the following quote by Spanish- 
Mexican naturalist Jose Mariano Moziho Suarez de in 1793 - 
" Locals speak of a Matlog, a resident of the mountains, who fills everyone 
with unspeakable dread. They describe it as having a monstrous body, covered 
in all manner of rigid black bristles, with a head similar to a human's but with 
larger, sharper and stronger fangs than a bear's, very long arms, with its fingers 
and toes armed with long and curved claws. Its screams alone —they say— can 
topple anyone... I presume that... members of the tribe received word long ago 
that these entities owe their existence to demons." - 

The Book of Enoch elaborates in much greater detail on the Genesis 6 account. 
The following points are, I believe evidence that points to the Nephilim/bigfoot 
hypothesis as being true. The many bigfoot sightings in close proximity to 
UFOs, often both phenomena being reported in the same location at the same 
time. See the book 'Silent Invasion’ by Stan Gordon for many examples on this. 
The many reports of disappearing tracks often seen as a line of tracks that 
suddenly disappear, as if the creature dematerialized in mid-stride. Extreme 
fear shown by domestic animals when in close proximity to a bigfoot. Tracking 
dogs refusing to follow the sent of a bigfoot. Eyewitness sightings of sasquatch 
de-materializing in front of them. A phenomena that has been reported by 
many people over the years, and hints at the possibility of these creatures being 
the product of celestial intervention just as veteran Sasquatch researcher Ron 
Morehead has suggested. The creature's fallen angel DNA could give them the 
ability of de-materialization ie. going into another dimension, while their 
human DNA would allow them to hold solid form while in this dimension. 
Adding to this hypothesis is the native American legend that bigfoot can walk 
between worlds, in other words, between dimensions. Bigfoot's human-like 
physical features adds weight to the theory that they are half human. Most 
native tribes both in Australia, America and elsewhere consider them a type of 
people or human. Often calling them by the name “hairy man”.There are many 
reports of bigfoot being seen in close proximity to orbs of light. Often both 
phenomena being sighted in the same location and at the same time. This is 
significant, as I believe these glowing balls of light to be demons or the fallen 
angels themselves. Bigfoot researcher Ron Morehead has sighted these orbs in 
the vicinity of his bigfoot study area, and has suggested that the sasquatch may 
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be in some type of quantum communication with their creators ie: the fallen 
angels themselves. I believe these creatures to be a blend of human, fallen angel, 
and ape DNA. Obviously they have primate-like traits such as building ground 
nests and possessing canine teeth like those of a gorilla, as well as their own 
unique language which has been recorded by Ron Morehead and is just another 
sign that these creatures are a lot more then just a species of undescribed ape 
running around in the wilds of nearly every continent. George H. Pember’s 
classic book ‘Earth's Earliest Ages' describes the origin of the Biblical Nephilim 
in the following quote, a description that I believe also explains the origin of 
bigfoot - “ The earliest records of civilisation tell of the era when powerful 
beings known to the Hebrews as Watchers and in the book of Genesis as the 
b’nai ha Elohim ('sons of God’) mingled themselves with humans, giving birth to 
part-celestial, part-terrestrial hybrids known as ’Nephilim.” 



Fig 1. Cartoon by Hunt Emerson 
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Singing Worms 

Loes Modderman 

Some animals do have unexpected talents.But who would ever have thought 
about an earthworm singing? 

This opening clipping 1 (see page 21) is from the Sentinel, Sept 23, 1925. The 
writer was obviously as incredulous about singing earthworms as we are. We 
all know earthworms as very useful but not very attractive creatures, mostly 
seen when we work in the garden, and sometimes when the rain has exposed 
them to die on the pavement. Personally I always try to pick them up to put 
them within reach of their natural habitat: earth.They never sang. They didn’t 
even say thank you, and I never expected them to. 

Singing Earthworms? Really? 

Yes. And the discovery held the attention of some biologists for several 
years, as far as I could track clippings about the noisy critters. This one is 
from the Chronicle (Adelaide SA) Sat 20th June 1925.(see page 25.)My first 
encounter with singing earthworms was in a Dutch paper of Dec 29th 1924.1 
searched further and found several other mentions of this phenomenon and 
the man who discovered it. The story started at the end of 1924, when the 
German Dr. Mangold of Freiburg University discovered that earthworms are 
not as silent as we supposed. Dr Mangold must have had a very fine hearing, 
for he discovered not only sound but also rhythm, when he observed the ani¬ 
mals under glass in his laboratory. The species under observation was Lum- 
bricus Terrestris, the common earthworm. In my country they are called 
'piereri. Mangold's colleages must have thought he had lost it, but he had not. 
We can hear the Earthwonn here, it really produces sound: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HA_XMJDe48 The good doctor wrote a 
long article about his extensive experimental findings in the Library Digest 
of Oct 26th, 1926, under the title 'When Earthworms Sing Together ’ 

Although this article and several others are still available, one has to pay for 
it, which I didn't. 


1 1 couldn't find this clipping Loes sent me,but the one here on p.21 is from 
the Newcastle Morning Herald (NSW) of August 8 th 1925 



EARTH WORM THAT f AN* Sr.Vrt. 

A well known German Zoologist, Pro 
lessor Mangold,. of Krioburg. has made the 
discovery that the earth wo rn» ran “H'og.’* 
At lea».t, lu* *nv*, it ran produce long 
drawn connected musical sounds Itctween 
which even a certain rhythm is audible at 
time*. At times, the professor says, the 
sound is like that of the membrane of a 
• dry leal tapped with a tiny hammer, ami 
jin to he heard clearly 12fl away. At other 
times it j H n long-drawn Hute like tone, 
i which, though kept at the same pitch, ix 
1 marked by rhythmical variation of heat 
Other naturalists give a somewhat prosaic 
i explanation. They conjecture that the 
sounds arise in connection with the pro- 
|ccss of swallowing. Professor Mangold— 
whose name Ini* a certain affinity with 
Jhis studies—;s continuing his experiments. 
He holies before long to be sble to tell 
more about the musical digestion of the 
subterranean soprano* 


Newcastle Morning Herald (NSW) 
August 8 th 1925 
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Searching for more references I took William Corliss' Handbook 'Incredible 
Life' from the shelf Obviously these humble worms moved a lot of scientific 
earth. 

In 1926 and 1927 they got ample space in the prestigious magazine 'Science'. 
This drew the attention of an American Dr. Rudolf Riidemann, from the New 
York State Museum, who must have had a Gennan background. Here (page 
23) is the story of his own acquaintance with the music of earthworms, 
which really is endearing. Scientists in those days often possessed a sense of 
wonder that is sorely lacking in science today. The beauty of even the most 
taken-for-granted creature was not lost on Dr Riidemann, nor on his wife. 
They listened. And heard. The world was less noisy than it is now, I doubt if 
we could hear the tiny sounds, even if we tried. 

Discussions around the singing worms went on in the papers till at least 
1932, but most of it is repetition. Corliss mentions another experimenter, 
W.H. Walton, who also wrote in ’Science'. Walton , an angler, had a earthen 
pot in his cellar where he kept 100+ earthworms for angling convenience. 

He had also heard the sounds, but thought they were the result of the wor¬ 
ming movements throughout the earth. Inspired by the experiments of Man¬ 
gold and Riidemann he took some of the worms to a container with spagnum 
moss. But that didn’t influence the singing in the least. 

It seems that the angler got some sympathy for his guinea pigs, for he even 
defended their intelligence. In this respect he was obviously inspired by 
Charles Darwin, who was captivated by worms and observed them in their 
habitat. In a lengthy paper article in the Australasian of 17th Dec 1881 (which 
I have not reproduced here as it's so long - Richard) it’s mentioned that Dar¬ 
win even in 1837 pointed out the enormous importance of the humble crea¬ 
ture for the quality of the surface soil. Darwin studied earthworms all over 
the world and became mightily impressed with their intelligence and syste¬ 
matic behaviour. His last book is all about wonns... 


If Darwin also mentions the sounds they make I don’t know, but in his stu¬ 
dies he must have heard their ’singing’.Here's an instructive article on Dar¬ 
win's experiments: Go to page 26. 
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Gnowangerup Star anil Tainbellup-Ongeiup Gazette (YVA : 1915 - 1942), Saturday 7 
Januaiy 1928, page 1 


SINGING EARTHWORMS. 

- + - 

Ii yon ewer oar urt^wuriM iHncIne 
joe should not conclude at once that 
you need to take the * lodge. Barth 
norms do sing. according to a criti¬ 
cal scientific witness. Dr. Rudolph 
Ftucdemann. of the New York 8Late 
Museum, who confirms by obuerva* 
tioaa on the vocalisations of A men 
can earthworms the report of a 
aaengerfewt of German worms sent in 
by a Freiburg scientist. Professor 
Mangold. Rays Dr. Rcedemane :— 

It was first pointed out to me by 
Mrs. Rendnoasn, on a sultry May 
evening, that the earthworms in our 
gardes bock of the bouse could be 
distinctly heard. Being incredulous 
at first, 1 sat quietly on a chair un¬ 
til I also heard an exceedingly fine 
rasping noise all around me. It was 

a chorus ol almost uchcltetabl, email 

voices ia the dark. To find out 
whether the little musicians were 
really earthworms, I got a flashlight, 
and when the voire*, after the quiet 
result log from the disturbance of 
walking over the ground, were again 
In full chorus, turned the light upon 
a point close to me, from which I 
was sure a rasping sound arose. The 
ltrtot revealed a large earth worm, 
partly stretched out of its burrow. 
I spotted several more afterward. 
We two have since beard the singing 
every year, always on warm spring 
evenings about aad after dost Mrs. 
Ruedemaan also heard it last spring 
about four o'clock In the afternoon 
on a warm May day after a man, and 
then sbe could see the "singing” 
worms all partly stretched out of 
their burrows. 

Dr. Ruedemanr is of the opinion 
that the worms produce tbs sound by 
dragging the exceedingly fine bristles 
under their bodies aver some bard 
object at the edge of their burrows, 
fiddle-bow fashion. The German sci¬ 
entist , on the contrary, tfilnka that 

National Library of Australia 


enttst, on the contrary, thinks that 
the worms do their singing with their 
mouths, clicking them open and chut 
so rapidly as to produce a fine buz 
sing noise. 


Gnowangerup Star and Tambellup-Ongerup Gazette (West¬ 
ern Australia) January 7 th 1928 
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A SINGING EARTH-WORM. 


OR IS IT ONLY EATING? 

A well-known German xoojogist, Profes¬ 
sor Mangold, of Freiburg, has made the 
startling discovery that the earthworm can 
"King.” At leant, he nays it can produce 
long-drawn connected musical sounds be¬ 
tween which even a certain rhythm In 
at times audible. 

He ha« published this discovery 
after studying for some time the s<range 
sounds emanating from the glass bowls 
under which he kecpB his collection of 
earthworms. 

At times, he says, the sound is like 
that of the uierobrono of a dry leaf 
tapped with a tiny hammer, and is 
clearly to be heard 12 feet away. 

At other times it is a long-drawn 
flute-like tone, which though kept at 
the 8amc pitch is marked by rhythmical 
variation of beat. 

Other naturalists 



saic explanation. 


the sounds arise in connection with the 
process of swallowing. 

Professor Mangold—whose name lias a 
certain affiuity with his studies—is con¬ 
tinuing his experiments. Ue hopes before 
long to lie able to tell us more about the 
musical digestion of the subterranean so¬ 
pranos. 


Chronicle (Adelaide) June 20 th 1925 



Fig 2 Joyful worms. 
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http://sciencelearn.org.nz/Science-Stories/Earthworms/Charles-Darwin-and- 

earthworms 

At a certain moment the 'singing earthworm' became disconnected from the 
gentlemen Mangold, Rudemann and Walton. As the clipping here shows 
(from the Sunday Mail, Brisbane Qld, 27 Nov 1927- page 27, Rich), their 'mu- 
sicality' was interpreted by this writer as if the worms themselves had a musi¬ 
cal ear, which of course, none of the researchers ever intended to say. That 
earthworms react on tapping or sound vibrations is obvious, and blackbirds 
(and anglers) know that very well, to the chagrin of the worms. The singing 
earthworm brought me to the phenomenon in a different kind of Earthworm, 
a big one, where this clipping (p.28) from The Maitland Daily Mercury Tue 
29th Oct 1901 makes mention of, more than 20 years before Dr Mangold, a 
'singing Earthworm’ of different proportions: 'three or four feet in length’ . 


No scientific name is given. In Australia there's the Megascolides australis or 
the Giant Gippsland Earthworm, discovered in 1870 and named by the 
Director of the National Museum of Victoria, Professor Frederick McCoy. It 
grows from 6 to 10 feet length but isn't that thick. Really a 'down under' 
worm, and on the list of threatened animals. Probably because people think 
it's a dangerous snake. 

The website AtlasObscura tells us that there has been a museum especially for 
the Giant Gippsland Earthworm, but that closed down in 2012. 
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/wildlife-wonderlands-giant-earthworm- 
museum 

An absolute topper in respect to thickness is the one... discovered in 2009, 
according to internet, somewhere in Equador, probably, but not certain, a 
Martiodrilus Crassus, about 5 feet long. There's some speculation on the net 
if it is real or Photoshopped, but there are very long and big earthworms living 
in South America. 

Anyway, these big worms of which there are many in different parts of the 
world, certainly make noise that's audible to humans and predators (I'm not 
sure if they are not the same).There's a growing awareness that earthworms 
are important and should be allowed to do what they are meant to do: working 
the soil. I found several children's books where an earthwonn is the star, and 
this short YouTube film is a funny way of introducing them, though not very 
biologically correct: 


TT&8ICAL" EABTHWOBMS 

•• • 

. When earthworm* arc brought to the 
.Surface by vibration, musical or other¬ 
wise. it i* not because they .are musi¬ 
cal. but because they are attempting to 
carapa threatened danger, or what they 
belief* to be rack. This, at any rate, 
is the view of John D. WestalJ, of 
Randall, Washington, who write* as fol¬ 
lows:— 

“Concerning those ‘musical earth* ' 
swan.' I would suggest that it is no 
leva of music or ‘dddliug* that causes 
them to come to the surface of the 
ground, but that feur is the impelling 
eanee. During dry weather, earthworms 
•iay deeper is the ground than they do 
in wet places or during wet weather. I 
- Once when these worms were near the | 
surface of the ground, I noticed dosen* j 

ml iKrnfW aa*A J .alAS.u I 



denUv making a me:il off any he e°uld ' 
•Uhrtake- 

»Tbc vibration^ in the soil caused by ; 
ttap mole's claws moving the earth 

and 



In 


Order tfc prove this, I took a long stick, 
ard walking carefully some distanp- 
away. I.thrust the stick into the ground 
as nearly horizontal as I could. By 
turning it in the ground so that the 
•mall knots I had left on the stick would 
tuar the soil. I found that I could ■ 
frighten the worms to the surface in the 
same way that the mole had done. My 
•ptnioa is. therefore, (list it is just a 
ause of nerves that causes them to come 1 
to the surface, and who can blame the 
poor things for trying to escape some ; 
violin musk!'' 


Sunday Mail Brisbane November 27 th 


1927. 


27 






https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=Pm8pzXlU0Lw 


Anyone who needs a good scientific documentary can find it here: 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecOW4G8s9k 



Fig 3. Children's book on 
worms 

k Singing Earthworm. 


Wn liiivo hoard of » gaod many creatures 
which sing, including Mr: Itiiakin'a singing 
serpents in tlio Valley of Diamonds Tot. 
Mr. Annaiidolo Ims lately assured ns (tint 
tlioro axial h in tlio Malay poll i million lining 
wliir.lt tlio Malay describll! mtdor thonbovo 
heading. 

It livoa iii a burrow in (ho ground and 
nlirorfnlly ningH—or at leant chirps. But Ilia 
Malaya, liko tlio pooplo lure, mill everything 
llmtoioops a worm, nail tlm boast which limy 
lrally inrun is a largo kind of oriokul with a 
voice. 

In the vary aame part nf tlio world, linw- 
uvnr, ia a Teal onrtliwm m. a Inigo minister three 
nr four foot in length, which wna discovered 
not long ago, and which really has a voice, 
or at least can produce a non ml. 'l'lio Latin 
mimo of “rainiciut" has hoougivoii to it on that 
ncnimnl. 

When it ia foraging nhnnt near tlio siirfncn 
nfj tlio ground tlio numerous sharp littlo 
liriallen implanted in ita akin, wliioli onablo 
j it to hold on to tlio earth, strike agaioMtalunuu 
and givn out a miiuionl amiml. This is rather 
morn lil.u twanging a “ .WVnlinrp" than 
singing. 15nt any nort of a Hound from thoao 
silont, gliding oruaturoa in singing. 


The Maitland Daily Mercury October 29 th 1901 
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Drac - The Monster of Lake 
Banyoles 

Part Two 

Javier Resines 


Other mysteries 

It seems to be that the legend, the reality (surely inaccurate) and the popular 
imagination have combined to make the lake of Banyoles a nexus of mystery 
or, rather, of mysteries, because to the supposed existence of the dragon we 
must add to one long list of unusual facts that take place in this enigmatic 
place, like the mysterious lights related to sightings of UFOs that have been 
seen repeatedly. Or the strange disappearances that have taken place in the wa¬ 
ters, such as objects of considerable size, like the Tupolev airplane of Russian 
manufacture that was lost in the lake during the Spanish Civil War that was 
not known about until 1987 when a small part of the fuselage of the apparatus 
was recovered ,although, of the rest, nothing. The supposed corrosive proper¬ 
ties of the waters of Banyoles were the explanation used by the scientists to 
explain the condition of the rest although - paradoxically- people bathe in the 
waters without it affecting health. Even stranger - Banyoles is also the home 
of other beings, really interesting, originating this time as if from an universal 
magician. These are like immortals and lewd fairies who are able to enchant 
fanners with their music and presence. They are created to live at the heart of 
the lake, in a great crystal palace that appears at midnight when there is a full 
moon. As the sirens that once existed they are able to attract people with their 
“canticos for llevarselos” to their dwelling with dark aims. They say that still 
the whispers of these enigmatic women of the water can be heard if you enter 
the lake at night during quiet times. 

The green children of Banjos Another episode no less peculiar than the one 
of the monster is the one of the famous case of the appearance of the green 
children of Banjos in 1887, supposedly coming from an underground world, 
that caused a great sensation at the time. Unfortunately, and after much investi¬ 
gation no such locality exists with any such name in Spain. Investigators of 
anomalous phenomena have wanted to see in Banyoles a place where enig¬ 
matic events happen. We remember a case that would come to somehow con- 



-firm the existence of inter-dimensional life on our planet ,with the presence 
of a portal in Catalonia. 

Investigators of great reputation such as Jacques Bergier or Fabio Zerpa con¬ 
tribute the details of the facts that go back to August 1887. Near the town of 
Banjos, farmers saw at a grotto two children of greenish colour, a boy and a 
girl. Apart from the strangeness of their colour it was noticed that they carried 
clothes that seemed to be made of a material unknown at the time. When try¬ 
ing to communicate with them, it was noticed that the children spoke a lan¬ 
guage incomprehensible as much for the farmers as for the specialists brought 
from Barcelona who arrived at the town a few days later. Having just arrived 
they had amazing facial characteristics. They had all the characteristics attrib¬ 
utable to members of the black race, but with tom eyes, in addition to the pe¬ 
culiar and showy colour of their skin. In addition, according to verification 
later, their bodies lacked a pancreas and had a single lung. The skin, as well, 
was formed of diverse fibres unknown to the science of that time at least as 
we know it. Apparently, they were given in safekeeping to a local judge called 
Ricardo de Calno of Bald, according to the version. The visitors 
presented/displayed problems of health and no food that was offered seemed 
to satisfy them, except beans, mushrooms and fungi. The boy died soon after, 
perhaps as a result of having contracted some disease or by the weakening 
produced by the little amount of food digested. As we see, a hardly compati¬ 
ble morphology. With time, it amounted to an extraordinary history. 



Fig 5. The Lake of Banyoles 


The story was that the girl and her brother came from an underground country 
where there was no sun and in which they lived safely thanks to the artificial 
illumination produced by luminous spheres that they controlled and that made 
the plants that they ate grow. This world was separated from ours by a mighty 
river. One day an intense tidal wave took place that flooded their country and 





the children escaped from the disaster through a grotto that took them to the 
zone in which they were found by the farmers. Intra-terrestrials living in the 
subsoil of Catalonia? A greenish race of strangers? I have many doubts on the 
reality of this case as this history also is narrated in other parts of the world 
with very few variations. For example, Woolpit, a place located in Suffolk, 
Great Britain, from real existence, has the same legend as ours at the hand of 
Ralph Coggeshall, abbot of Coggeshall (in a manuscript written in Latin) and 
of William de Newburgh. The facts go back many centuries to the 12th Centu¬ 
ry and the person who welcomes the children, instead of being called Ricardo 
de Calno is called Richard de Caine and instead of a judge there is a horse¬ 
man. The two histories are almost identical, except in the form in which the 
children appeared. According to the English version, they arrived in the outside 
world while they followed a flock of sheep, after ascending by a cavern at a 
time of listening to a sweet music of bells. Attracted by the music, they ad¬ 
vanced through the grotto until ending at our world. The excessive light which 
they found on the other side left them unconscious for a time, until the inhabit¬ 
ants of Suffolk woke them up. They tried to flee, but they did not manage to 
find the entrance of the cavern. We have before us two almost identical histo¬ 
ries, so much alike that they are genuine. In short, it could have been just a 
beautiful story but, in addition to the extraordinary adventures of the green 
children, the lake is an instigator of many other inexplicable facts. In the wa¬ 
ters are also appearances of ghostly lights related to another world and the ex¬ 
istence of strange submarine currents and enormous caverns have been 
verified. 



Fig 6 Image of St Mer 
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Fig 7 Nymphs drawing by Elisenda Soler 


Not to mention the presence of the only prehistoric crustaceans in the small 
lake near there that have been known to elude the passage of million years of 
evolution and to continue surviving in the same environment their ancestors 
existed in. 

The Darder Museum 

After reading this article, the author become so fond of these subjects to be 
confident enough to begin preparing his own trip to Banyoles. If it happens, he 
will not let his visit go by without visiting one of the more peculiar museums 
that can be seen in Spain, the Darder Museum. Located a little over five hun¬ 
dred meters from the lake, is the Tourist Office in addition to the museum of 
Natural History. It was inaugurated in 1916 and during subsequent decades it 
was an institution of reference in Catalonia, hoarding very original specimens, 
as much of anthropology as of zoology, with a great variety of exotic animals 
in its display cabinets. In any case, my visit will be satisfied on seeing the 
cabinet of curiosities that fortunately lodges in the museum. In this room, the 
sensation is experienced of having made a trip to the past and visiting a mu¬ 
seum of natural sciences of the Nineteenth Century. In addition to the selection 
of dissected animals and some human mummies that comprised the old col¬ 
lection, the museum reproduces faithfully how it was that they comprised the 
old collection, how it was a factory of taxidermy of the time, from which a 
bull calf of two heads, suckling pig with elephant's trunk, a strange lion of di¬ 
shevelled hair and a four legged turkey and one rat that writes letters and in¬ 
vites us to pass disquieting moments by its side. Millenarian legends, 
prehistoric monsters, strange accidents, green children and peculiar museums. 
Banyoles is - without doubt a magical place full of mysteries in whose 
waters,who knows, the aloof Drac may have its dwelling... ^ 







Fig 8 The Green Children of Banjos 



Fig 9 Triops, prehistoric crustacean 
lives in lake. 
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Fig 10. Exhibition at the Darder Museum 


Details of photos 


Photo 1: Situation map of the lake of Banyoles in Spain 


Photo 2: Drawing of a Tanystropheus, supposed inhabitant of the lake. 
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Photo 3: Boat that was shipwrecked in Banyoles, 1913 


Photo 4: Shipwreck of the boat of L'Oca recreation, 1998 


Photo 5: Vista of the lake of Banyoles 


Photo 6: Image of Saint Mer 


Photo 7: Nymphs drawing by Elisenda Soler 


Photo 8: The green children of Banjos 


Photo 9: Triops, prehistoric crustacean that lives in the lake 


Photo 10: Exhibition at the Darder Museum 
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A Living Mastodon in Borneo in 

1926 ? 


Loes Modderman 


Although there have been finds of probable Mastodon bones on Borneo in 

the 19 th century, the finding of a live one in 1926 is absolutely unique and 
the silence in the papers afterwards is rather suspicious. I couldn't find any¬ 
thing more than this one article, although the expedition of Captain Buys, 
mentioned in the article , really happened in 1925. His objective was to 
penetrate the totally u nkn own and uncharted jungle of Borneo ( now Kali¬ 
mantan) in which he partially succeeded ,and was decorated afterwards. 
Here is a picture of his team (p. 38 in 'Flying Snake') from De Indische 

Courant April 17 th 1926. 

From 1924 to 1932 the finding of Orang Pendek was high on the 
agenda.. .If this Buys expedition had anything directly to do with the hype 
around the elusive Orang Pendek I don't know. 



MASTODON 


Fig 1. Wikipedia Commons 

The Translation - Indische Courant 31-03-1926“: People will remember, 
that the expedition under Captain Buys to the u nkn own part of Borneo, has 
returned some months ago. The end goal the expedition had set was not 
reached, due to the bad weather and some other circumstances, so the oper¬ 
ation was not a complete success. When Captain Buys and his comrades 
went back by ship,only one zoologist,the mantri Sastrowidirdjo was left 
behind with the instruction to collect data on the fauna of the region , 
which the expedition had not been able to investigate . These investigations 
were not of special scientific importance, but were not of special scientific 



importance , but nevertheless the Department of Applicated Science and the 
Department of Agriculture wanted to have as much information as possible,in 
order to find an application for the strange zoological situation of Borneo, 
which, as we know, deviates totally from the others parts of the archipeligo. 

To name a single fact: the non-existence of tigers in Borneo,while they are 
found on the surrounding islands, is one of the not yet solved zoological puz¬ 
zles of the mysterious island. 

We are not informed if this Javanese zoologist succeeded in finding more data 
which may help solve the strange animal issues of Borneo, but we want to di¬ 
rect the attention of our readers to an important discovery of Mr Sastrowdirdjo, 
which is formulated in the telegram printed below, from the resident of the 
Southern and Eastern department of Borneo to the Zoological Museum in 
Buitenzorg. 


Zoologist Sastrowidirdjo,left behind by the Expedition Buys, captured in 
the jungle near Persigan,at the foot of the Belajan mountains a living spec¬ 
imen of young Mastodon, which was thought to be extinct for several cen¬ 
turies. The animal was shipped in Bandjarmasin on the SS De Weert, 

leaving for Soerabaia on the 28 th . 

We are infonned of the departure of the zoologists Jhr Van Heurn and Dr. Van 
der Goot from the Zoological Laboratory in Buitenzorg,to take measures in 
consultation with Mr Sastrowidirdjo for further transportation of the remarka¬ 
ble beast. It is not yet certain if the mastodon is transported by boat to Batavia 
and from there by train to Buitenzorg, or that is transported over land from So¬ 
erabaia to Buitenzorg. From the K.P.M (?) We were informed that the De 
Weert is expected at 8 a.m. In Tandjong-Perak. The agent asked us to write 
specifically that the public is not allowed on board, to prevent unwanted be¬ 
haviour around the cage of the savage beast, but from the quay there will be 
plenty of opportunity to view the mastodon, whose cage is on the front deck. 
We will tell more about this highly interesting find ,after we telegraphically 
have spoken with Dr Van der Groot, who is expected here with the express 
this evening. The only thing we can say at the moment is that in 1906 there had 
been a scientific expedition under Prof King-Dewes of Colombia University, 
equipped and financed by the Rockefeller Foundation, to the jungle N.W of 
the Tanganyka lake in Eastern Africa, searching for the mastodon, led there by 
the many stories of the locals that the animal was still living in the region, but 



the many stories of the locals that the animal was still living in that region, 
but they returned after a year and a half without results. Also Dr Nieuwenhu- 
is, who travelled in 1894 through Borneo, and Prof Molengraaf, in his 'Geo¬ 
logical Expeditions in Central Borneo', mentioned an u nkn own big mammal 
hiding in the jungle at Upper Kajan River, but the scientific world was not 
very interested at that time. 

That it is still possible to find remarkable animal species in unknown and 
unexplored regions of Africa, South American or the Indian Archipeligo, is 
obvious from the discovery of the Okapi in the Congo, the only living speci¬ 
men of which is housed in the London Zoo, the Platypus, that strange mix¬ 
ture of a mammal and a bird,and the latest tidings about the existence of the 
Orang Pendek in South Sumatra. 

Stumbling upon a mastodon is the second case (the Okapi was the first) of 
finding an animal which was thought to be extinct for centuries. What the 
importance of the capture of Mr Sastrowidirdjo will be for the scientific 
world, in regard to the knowledge of the dispersion of species and for the 
testing of the Darwinian principle of'survival of the fittest' is not yet clear, 
but beyond any doubt it will be enonnous. 



Fig 2. Kalimantan. 
Wikipedia Commons 
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A Rough Guide 

To CryptozoologicaI References 
in Pop and Rock 

Richard George 

The other day I was listening to one of my favourite records. Europe '72 by the 
Grateful Dead. One song, Brown-Eyed Woman, contains this lyric: 


Tumble-down shack in Bigfoot County... 
Snowed so hard that the roof caved in... 
Delilah Jones went to meet her God 
And the old man never was the same again... 


It occurred to me: do we need a database of references like this? I should warn 
you I'm a period musically -1 like late psychedelia and the edgier end of prog - 
but here goes. 

When it comes to manimals,the undisputed champions are Gennan band Arnon 
Diiul II. In 1970 they released a double LP called Yeti, featuring an 18 minute 
title track . The yeti, for them, represents the hippie as seen by bourgeois Ger¬ 
man society: dirty,hairy, and marginal .A number of others got in on this act: the 
Rolling Stones (. Monkey Man), the Ki nk s (Apeman), David Bowie (“Look at 
that cave-man go.. .’’on Life on Mars), and Blue Oyster Cult (Subhuman.) 

Captain Beefheart's poem Apes-Ma (on his 1978 record Shiny Beast) is proba¬ 
bly a Bigfoot or Sasquatch. Moby Grape recorded their controversial fifth al¬ 
bum 20 Granite Creek (1971) in a house in the wooded hills above Santa Cruz, 
where there have been Bigfoot sightings. Close to this Granite Creek Road is 
Mystery Spot Road, where gravity,allegedly, is compromised ( The Rough 
Guide to California, p.409) The ambience is described as “freaky and inexplica¬ 
ble”: trees lean at bizarre angles,pendulums spin widdershins , and balls appear 



to roll uphill. It is hardly surprising this Grape offering is freaky and inexplicable 
as well! 


I know of only two pieces of music relating to “winged weirdos”. Arnon Duiil II 
come up trumps again with a belter on Yeti called “Archangel Thunderbird”, and 
the 1970 LP Macdonald and Giles - an acclaimed King Crimson spin-off- con¬ 
tains a side-long suite called Birdman, which Robert Fripp wanted to be Side 
Two of In The Wake of Poseidon .It wasn't. 

Atomic Rooster is an interesting name, from our point of view, and the cover of 
their self-titled album of 1970 features a bird,more like a raptor than a 
rooster,with women's breasts.This reminded me of the Da Nang birdwoman who 
said “Good evening,Vietnam!” Around the time of Woodstock. Roosters are 
male, which makes the image even more Fortean - or maybe zoology wasn't the 
cover artist's forte. 


Henry Cow's subversive 1974 opus Unrest begins with Bittern Storm Over Ulm, 
which is certainly Fortean if we envisage these skulking denizens of reed-beds 
falling from the sky. Their previous record Leg End (1973) contains a track 
called Nirvana For Mice, which dovetails (rat-kings?) With the Arnon Duiil II 
album title Dance of the Lemmings. Lemmings,of course,are very Fortean crea¬ 
tures as there is a school of thought that they descend from the sky (Rickard and 
Michell, Unexplained Phenomena: A Rough Guide Special (2000) ,p.35) 

I have two references to black dogs: one of the last tracks Nick Drake recorded 
was Black-Eyed Dog - a harbinger of his death - and folk-rock band Heron, not¬ 
ed for recording in the open air, lived in the early 1970s in a Devon village called 
Black Dog, and gave this title to a reunion in the late 90s. 

As for unicorns,they feature in two pieces of psychedelia. Something New by Di- 
no Valenti (later of Quicksilver Messenger Service),on his self-titled album of 
1968, and Flowers (Did You Dream of Unicorns) by Tom Rapp's Pearls Before 
Swine, on their 1970 LP City of Gold. Much later New Kingdom, a rap-rock fu¬ 
sion act from the 90s, released a CD called Paradise Don't Come Cheap, featur¬ 
ing a track called Unicorns Were Horses. 

The only composition I am aware of that refers to marine cryptids is Jim 
Morrison's Horse Latitudes (on the 1968 Doors LP Waiting For The Sun), which 
mentions “tiny monsters”. Captain Beefheart has affinities with this field. With a 
name like that, it's hardly surprising (a man with a cow's heart):appropriately, 



he was one of Henry Cow's first influences when they started off at Cambridge 
University playing “Dada blues”. His strangest album (and possibly the strang¬ 
est ever released by anybody) Trout Mask Replica has a track called Neon Me- 
ate Dream Of A Octafish. Whatever this species is, its imagination is 
pornographic. Beefheart's own painting on the cover of Shiny Beast depicts a 
man and a woman with horse - or goat - like animal heads. 

A few more references to round up.. .1 could hardly leave out Warren Zevon's 
Werewolves of London: I especially like “ The hairy-headed gent/who ran 
amok in Kent” (so did the bat-man monstrosity of Hythe in 1963). Blue Oyster 
Cult's 1981 LP Cultosaurus Erectus has some droll cod-Heuvelmanesque 
sleeve notes, and Neon Park's cover design for Little Feat's The Last Record 
Album (1975) features a jackalope. Last but by no means least,Gong released a 
reunion album in 1997 called Shapeshifter, and have their own Unconvention 
like Fortean Times. 


At this point,over to anyone who kn ows about music after that date... 



Fig 1. David Bowie during Ziggy 
Stardust tour 1972-74. Wikipedia 
Creative Commons. 
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Chatterbox. 


The Wolf, from Life by \Y. Ketl. 


Nov 2 nd 1867 
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Notes & Queries 


Musical Mouse Regarded Rare Find 
By Nebraska University Professor 


A musical mouse is the astonishing 
nlmal described by Dr. Edwin B. 
'owers of the University of Nebraska 
n the forthcoming number of the 
ournal of Mammalogy. 

According to Dr. Powers' story, Dr. 
I. A. Morgan, a friend of hlu, was 
othered for three or four nights hist 
pring by a singing noise, which for a 
•Idle was attributed to u leaky rndla- 
ar valve. Curiosity finally, getting 
lie bolter of Dr. Morgan, he began a 
farch for the source of the noise, and 
)uml that It was not coming from the 
idiator, but from a different part of 
tie room. To his dismay, lie found 
Oat the noise was coming from a 
aste paper busket. Upon shaking the 
OAket, a mot se ran out and Dr. Mor- 
an gave chase. 


Tho mouse ran into a small room 
from which there was no escape. Ae 
soon as the chase was stopped the 
mouse would sit up on Its haunches 
and sing, the singing approximating 
the noise mnde by the cricket, but 
much more continuous. For 10 or 15 
minutes before the mouse was cap¬ 
tured It was in open space and under 
constant observation, and every time 
it came to rest this singing would take 
place, even under the excitement of 
the chase. The moune was finally cap¬ 
tured, but was fajtftlly Injured during 
the capture and died the next day, in 
spite of effort to keep It alive for fur¬ 
ther observation. It was turned over 
to & naturalist, who identified it os the 
common, variety of house mouse. 


MUSICAL MOUSE 


The Sunday Star Washington D.C. Sept 6 th 1925 


Killed a Strange Animal 

Sl-ecial to The Inquirer. 

TOUT ELIZABETH, X. J„ Jan. 9.-A 
peculiar animal is being exhibited bere by 
a party of hunters. They were chasing 
foxes and finally struck the trail of a large 
animal which ran hke a wolf. The ani¬ 
mal vras seen by one of the party and 
shot. The strange quadruped is neither 
fox npr wolf, but is said by animal ex¬ 
perts to be a member of the hyena family. 


POSSIBLY A HYENA 


Philadelphia Inquirer January 10 th 1905 














Ireland’s Patron‘Credited"' 
With Driving Insect Pests 
From West Indies ’Way ' 
Back in Sixteenth Century; 

__ . vq • 

SAN JUAN, Porto Rico, Thursday, i 
t March 19.—March 17 is not kept aifj 
l a “dia de fiesta” in Porto Rico, but) 

* according to a legend this., island a‘a£ 
well as Ireland shared in' the bene-f 
factions of- Saint Patrick. A thou-L* 

^ sand years after he drove'thc snakes;^ 

* from the Kmerald Isle he is credited; 

. with freeing Porto Rico from IlI ’ 

5 scourge of insects. 

1 The story of Saint Patrick’s inter?? 

- vention is told by the. late Cayetano *J£ 
if. Colly Toste for many years thw> 
island’s ; official historian in Pqrtpfi 
Rican Traditions and Legends. . rC’i-' 
According to Dr. Colly Toste abouf* - 
the middle of the sixteenth century; 
during a'period or prolonged drought£fS 
there was a plague" of plant destroy* 
ing insects and ferocious ants. The 
latter made their way into the horned 
and tormented and even endangered?- 
the lives of the children. ' 

Saints Appealed To. * 

Bishop Alonzo Manso was urged* 
by his parishioners to seek the inter* c * 
cession of a powerful saint to rid the-.- 
Island of the pest. . The Bishop called:' 
a council meeting and put-the matte"?-, 
before hia associates who decidedlaS 
that it would be discreet and proper ? 
to draw lots to discover to what sainlf 
supplication should be made. ■ 

The names of the different saintVq- 
of the church were written on slips a 
of paper and drawn from a box;-J . 
After a ferverent prayer a slip wiiP 
drawn and passed* to Bon Aiosiso’s . 
secretary who read in a loud voica - 
‘‘Saint Patrick.” 

Since Ireland's patron was hardfy^ ~~ 
known here those present naturally 
gazed at each other with astonish¬ 
ment. They expected, the historian *’ • 
states, the name of Saint Joseph, or £ 
som* other well known saint. ;.^Z 

Twice He “Appeared.” jar 
Although they were disposed ‘‘to.-i 
. respect the will of heaven” when one.-: 
of their number suggested that it if 
might be well to repeat the drawing _ 
they agreed. Thereupon a slip was";-" 
drawn from the box again and for 
the second time it read “Saint Fati . . 
rick.” Sg the congregation were ad-' -', 
vised to address their prayers to Ire-* 
land's apostle. Saint Patrick’s inter- -’ ” 
cession was effective for there camei 
torrential rains that ended the 
drought and the insect scourge. jf’j?. 

Devotions to St. Patrick continued 
for about a century, the historian. 
states, but later fell into disuse. ' - y 



FALSE TEETH IN A COD 


Queensland Times April 21 st 1924 
Thanks to Loes Moddennan 


FOUND IN COD-FlSIf. 

The fact that n cod-fish will bite at 
nlniOAt anything In bo well known to 
anglers that the flMh nomftimo* has 
been attracted to the hook by means of 
a piece of red flannel. A few days ago 
a large cod was caught in the Bar won, 
near Tnlwood. When opened a com- 
plef set of falle teeth was found in¬ 
side. It has been learned since that 
six months ago Mr. Slgston, fireman 
on the Talwood-Ooondiwindt mail 
train, whilst in bathing, lost his set of 
false teeth at this spot. 


PART - CAT PART - MONKEY? 

Repository (Ohio) 

December 28 th 1940 

An unidentified animal was found dead this week in the 
timber near Warren,Pennsylvania. It had the long tail of a 
monkey,padded feet with fingers like those of a monkey 
but the head resembled that of an ordinary cat and was 
well equipped with teeth. Hundreds of hunters and others 
viewed the animal but could not give it a name. 
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SUPPOSED GIANT DINGO 

February 8 th 1952 
Morning Bulletin Queensland 
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SNAKE WITH LEGS 
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Farmer Reporta 
Snake with Lege 

Kingsiree. June ll.—Special: 
Friend* of G. F. Williamson, of 
the Hebron community, scoffed 
at his statement some time ago 
that he had found that some 
species of snakes that had more 
than one set of feet and l«fa 
which could extend almost an 
inch from the body. 

Mr. Williamson deplored the 
fact that he had not saved con- 
Crete evidence of his statement. 
However, luck favored him re¬ 
cently. and he brourht to 
Kingsiree this week a jpart of a 
chicken snake, on which a set 
of legs could be seen, extending 
about an inch from the body. 
The leg* ended in two-pronged 
claws. 

He made his first discovery 
several years ago. when, finding 
a chicken snake in hla tobacco 
barn, he thrust him into the 
furnace of a tobacco barn. As 
the heat from the fire made the 
snake writhe and twist, the 
steaming body was stretched 
taut, and two sets of legs wera 
seen sticking out; the first set 
about six inches from the head, 
and the others about twelve 
inches from the tail. 


The News and Courier, Charleston S.Carolina June 
12 th 1937 
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FISHERMEN SEE 70-FOOT MONSTER 


Winona Republican Herald September 13 th 1935 

Boston (AP) “Not only Adelbert Langthorne, but 22 other fishermen insist 
they saw a 70-feet, eel-like sea monster raise its crocodile-like head 20 feet out 
of the ocean on Western bank. 

The men, crew of the Gloucester fishing schooner Imperator,said the monster 
calmly surveyed their vessel until they reached for their swordfish harpoons. 
Then, apparently without fins, it swam off along the surface like a water 
snake.” 


Lusuj Naturae .—An extraordinary reptile has late*- 
ly beenTuuiui’in Bloomfield, Kug. which has created 
quite a sensation among the naturalists. It is of. the 
ulark viper species—of an olivejgreen color—and about 
Nineteen incites long. At the distance of two and a 
half inches from the tail, two white feet protruded, at 
the extremity 6f which were six white claws, half an 
inch in length- This extraordinary reptile is unknown 
among naturalists .—Boston Jour. j 

There is a Bloomfield in N.Ireland but also near 
Dudley, (W.Midlands) 


VERY ODD SNAKE 

Charleston Courier July 14 th 1835 
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The following is a Defeription of a wonderful 
large Ox. that was {hewn in Glocefter, to Two 
ThouCind People and upwards in three Days i 

I T refetnbles^an Elephant in the Hind Parts, but 
moch larger; hehas beenfhewn twice before the 
Royal Family, arid ha* travelled two thoufand Miles 
round j the Property of Anthony Mills, Butcher, 
who bought the fame to be weighed alive, and was 
weighed at Norwich, April 16, 1765, and weighed 
then,J4j Stone one Pouild, 141b, to the Stope j ho 
was weighed again March 7, 1766, »and weighed 
then 258 Stone nine Pounds, 14R). to the Stone. 
He is much admired for his eitraordinary Fat and 
Beauty. 

And meafurcs in Length from Nofe to Rump 12 
Feet and ten Inches; in Girt twelve Feet and a halfj 
and is eighteen hands and a half high; and for 
which the noted Mr. Crofs, who travels with the 
Lion, bid the Proprietor, when at Birmingham, 
180 Guineas. ’ 

jV. B, He is greatly improved Cnee the Proprie¬ 
tor lad weighed him j and is allowed by the London 
Butchers and Salefmen in Smitiifield (who have 
feen them) to he a mush fupericur Ox to that 
now (hewn in London, or that lately killed there. 

Mr. Wallet of Lincolnihire, who bred him has 
been hid 70 Guineas for the Cow he C3me of. 

On the 30th of January lad a Hog Pig, fed at 
Crew, of the following Weight, -was tilled by Mr. 
Meek, Hog-fintcher, at Congleton in Chefliire ; 
one Side weighed 3141b. the Head, Feet, Backbone, 
Fat, and Hailet, 2231b. in the-whole amounting to 
Sjolb. 


HUGE OX New York Journal 
June 4 th 1767 



CAT with TUSKS 
Owned by Iris Eaton 
Durban, SoutK Africa 



VERY STRANGE WHITE AND GREEN ANIMAL 

Hartford Daily Courant 

March 2 nd 1872 

/vii mmoisau claims to nave struggled wu.n 
,nd killed a strange animal which has horeto- 
ore been unknown to natural historians. It 
weighed ninety-eight pounds, was white as 
now, had a green tail of twenty-four inches 
overed with green hair four inches long, 
lender ears two inches long, blood-red eyes, 
hree toes on each foot, with nails like those 
if a biped, a black .stripe under the Lolly 
rom the fore legs to the head, very small 
eet, and Hat head like that of a badger, 
"he description implies an eaual knowledge 
if grammar, anatomy, and the nondescript 
least. „ 


A LYNX IN POTT- SHRIGLEY CHESHIRE? 

Yahoo Answers 

Early on Sunday morning, the 13 th May 2007,1 and two oth¬ 
er people saw a Lynx type cat near Pott Shrigley in Chesh¬ 
ire. It was dark brown with black striations, around 3 and a 
half to 4 feet long and between 2 and 2 and a half feet high 
at the shoulder. It had large ears and a very very short tail. I 
reported the sighting to the police but have not heard any¬ 
thing since. Has anyone else in Cheshire seen anything sim¬ 
ilar and has it been mentioned on local radio or T.V. In the 
that area? Any other big cat sightings.. .genuine ones? 
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Toronto.—This M range Animal. shown above with Its owner on a farm In Ontario. Canada, Is a puzzle even 
to experts. Although the little fellow Is full grown, he s tands orjly 30 Inches high and his body Is about the 
al/e of n full-grown sheep. He has a head like a pony, forelegs and hoofs of a hone, hind legs, hoofs and tall 
of an ass. him! a woolly coat that resembles none of them. 


WEIRD QUADRUPED 

The Evening Repository Canton,Ohio. 

August 19 th 1927 


SASQUATCH? 

San Francisco Bulletin 

April 11 th 1891 

“Woodland is in excitement over a report that a strange creature, 
“much resembling a gorilla” has been seen in the hills adjacent to Ca- 
pay Valley. The story is vouched for by more than one responsible 
man. It is said to be at least six feet tall when standing erect, travels 
on all fours, climbs trees, and has wonderful strength in its hands. It 
has a shaggy covering.” 


51 













CROSS IN THE SKY 


Kalamazoo Gazette 
February 19 th 1898 


BED OBOS3 IN THE SKY. 


Odd Phono mo uon Been From the Nyack 
Mill* Just Before Sunset. 

Sovornl porsons living west ofNyack 
Hills, N. Y., witnessed a phonomonou in 
tho sky ft Uttlo boforo sunsot ft fow oven- 
ings ogo that Ulled thorn with awo. Tho 
sun was a short dlstnnoo nbovo. the hori¬ 
zon, with its fnco nearly hidden by clouds, 
when part of tho clouds suddenly sconicd 
to molt away, and the sun shone partly 
through thoso that remained with a blood 
red light in tho form of a perfect cross. 

This sight did not lost long, but for a 
fow moments it looked. «s if. a cross of 
crimson hnd been sot in tho sky just ftbovo 
tho wostorn hills. It was so perfect in form 
that, superstitious persons woro vory nerv¬ 
ous over tho etrango pbouomonon.—iNow 
York Herald. _ _ • . 



VISION OF A CROSS 


Council Bluffs Nonparail (Iowa) May 8 th 1944.This was about 1 
month before the D-Day Landings. 

. ’ " .. , - c 

Vision in Sky | 

Seen by Vicar 
as Good Omen! 

Jesus on Cross 
Said to Have Been 
Seen by Hundreds 

IPSWICH, England, Cffl—The , 

Rev. Harold Godfrey Green, vicar 
of St- Nicholas church and chap¬ 
lain to British forces, said Mon¬ 
day he had verified “quite defin¬ 
itely” the story of hundreds of 
Ipswich residents who said they 
saw a vision of Jesus on a cross 
in ■ the sky during an April 27 air 
raid alert. 

“There was scarcely any varia¬ 
tion—if any—in these accounts,” • 
he said after extensive conversa¬ 
tions with residents in this East 
Anglian coast town. “Hundreds of- 
persons have said they saw the 
sign clearly.” 

Nearly 800 townspeople crowded 
St. Nicholas church—which seats 
only 600—for a sermon on the 
vision Sunday, when the vicar 
said: *T have satisfied myself be¬ 
yond doubt of the authenticity of 
the vision. I regard'the sign as a 
good omen ... I did not myself 
see the sign and for this I am 
sorry.” 

The vision was said to have last¬ 
ed 15 minutes. It first took form 
in the shape of a large white 
cross, the chaplain was told, and 
then the form of Jesus appeared. 

“His head was bowed and his 
feet crossed—all who saw agree 
on these details,'* he said. “When 
it disappeared it did not drift away 
like clouds but vanished instantly 
and entirely.” 

Other clouds in the sky were 
said to have drifted by while tho 
vision remained stationary. 

Some who did not see It sug¬ 
gested the vision might have re¬ 
sulted from light on ice crystals 
in the air, but there was no agree¬ 
ment on any proferred explana¬ 
tions. 


—Save Year Tin Cam 
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DOG-HEADED SEA 
SERPENT LURKS ENT 
LAKE ERIE WAVES 


CLEVELAND. July 9 CIJST.SJ —A 
“sea serpent” 20 feet long and “with 
a head as large as a dog's,” Is lurk¬ 
ing off the shore of Lake Erie here, 
coastguardsmen were informed to¬ 
day by half a dozen excited sum¬ 
mer resorters. 

“We’re not trying to tell a fish 
story or the annual summer tale 
about sea serpents," Ben Schwartz 
declared earnestly over the tele¬ 
phone. “We saw this thing swim¬ 
ming toward shore and thought at 
first it was a dog. It turned around 
and we got a good look at it. Then 
it headed for deeper water. It was 
some kind of a water snake.” 

At the Museum of natural His¬ 
tory, it was suggested the monster 
might have been a small, escaped 
rock python. 
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DOG-HEADED LAKE SERPENT 


The San Diego Union July 10th 1934 


GIANT EGG IN HAITI 

Haiti Sun March 25 th 1962 
GIANT EGG MYSTERY IN CAP HAITIEN 

Two Monstruosities (sic) Of Nature Uncovered 

In its last edition,the cap Haitien weekly “ Le 
Nouveau Monde” revealed a curious instance of 
the overgrowth of the tenninal flower of a ba¬ 
nana tree. The abnormal event was disclosed at 
Haut-du Cap, in the vicinity of Le Cap. 
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LIONS (OR WHAT?) IN FRANCE 1930s 

The Montreal Gazette January 12 th 1931 


STRANGE ANIMALS SEEN 

I BcastR With Lion Head and t 
Hyena Feet Arc Bullet-proof 

(Ppeelal Chblo lo Tho New York 
Times nnd Montreal (Infect to.) 

Paris, January 11.—-Tho mythlral 
nnlmsln of Anon, which looked like 
Ilona nn«l left hyena trarka, hnvo re¬ 
appeared after six montha absence. 
Today they appeared at tho town of 
Albl. helm? vouched for by two 
UendnrmcB. > 

Aa an addition to tholr other . 
legendary qualities. the animals now ! 
seem bullet-proof. At least tho 
gendarmes failed to shoot thorn, nl- , 
though called especially for that 
purpose and armed with rifles. 

Tho nnlmnls of Agon created groat 
excitement In‘Franco Jaat spring • 
when Asun peasants reported tholr 
prosenre. Some penplo believed they 
; wore Ilona which Imd escaped from a 
circus and other* that they wero pro* 

' historic animals. Tho greatest 
mystery, In fact, was that tholr foot 
. did not match their bodies. Matter of 
fact people expressed tho opinion 
; that they wero cows. 

Tho nnlmnlH. oxamlnrd today 
1 through a telescope hy a functionary * 
, of Albl, wero declared to have no re-* 

, semblance to any European domestic 
animals. Tho official phoned the 
) gendarmerlo nnd two gendarmes 
woro sent with rifles to kill tho 
beasts. The animals, however, woro 
’ not hurt by gun fire and after a mllo 
1 chuso disappeared in tho forost. 


“ My Long-Tailbo Hu/e.”— -A gentle- i 
mail tvhoarrived nt New York Irorn Macao t 

in ihe ship Bonieo,has brought widi him a ' 
bine b;ibooa caught on the Peak of Liniin, i 
weighing 751 b*.; with a tail *fiv*;.fect~M j 
'length, “when first seen, he was hanging ( 
bv his tail'from the topmost bineck'Qf- I 
ogloe-tree. ; i... •• t 


BLUE BABOONS 
FROM MACAO 

Bennington Banner Ver¬ 
mont 

September 13 th 


1842 
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DEATH ROW PARDON FOR THE FISH IN A WELL 


With apologies to R.E.M. 1 

STRANGE FISH FROM A WELL 



oatlon. ThS 

O. lUnbtl), tat rsplied m folk 
~Ths •mall A*h from a wall 
Crook Jo 
It lo quit* 
a o rough 

eat-flsh family. I 
to arrhrs tt a <s*Anu% 


. It to apparootly blind, 
tkm of tho orbits maj b 

tho akin of tbs hood. Blind' 
ors found la various parts of 
but nons hast bona to* 
ported from Australia. I am unabis 
to oCsr any szplanatlon as to ho* 
thoso flshss got late ths wall. or to 
▼snturs furthor opinion until tho 
spoeios Is dstsrmlaod. If a largor 
spsclmon la ported condition Is sent* 
vs shall bo 


Queensland Times September 16 th 1941 
Thanks to Loes Modderman 


1 REM Boy in the Well off LP 'Around the Sun' 
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LIZARD IN A BLOCK OF COAL 


I found this in a booklet called 'Believe It Or Not. It Happened In Yorkshire'. By 
Cyril T.Oxley (2nd ed) p.32: " Where was a Lizard found inside a solid block of 
coal 150 ft below the surface of the earth? At William Fenton's mine at 
Outwood,Wakefield,in 1818.The reptile was discovered in a solid block of coal 
and was 5 inches long. Upon being exposed to the air the creature died immedi¬ 
ately." 


BIRD MAKING TIGER NOISES 

Fort-Worth Star Telegram 

April 17 th 1911 


BIRD FOUND WHICH 

GROWLS LIKE TIGER 


COMANCHE. Texas. April 17.—A 
wrance bird, declared to be a tlgersuma. 
which growls like a tiger and in other 
respects resembles that beast, was cap¬ 
tured by the young sons of Sam Switzer 
while hunting In the pastur«*. 

As the Sbys approached the bird It fs 
said It did not attempt to fly, but made 
ready to attack by rushing them. In¬ 
stead of shooting the bird, the boys 
threw a. hat over its head. 

Upon careful examination the bird 
showed to b»* about the size of an aver- 
age hen; It has stripes like a tiger: the 
head is very small, long and sharp* and 
has a pointed bill, four Inch^ in length. 
The eyes are closely set and as quick 
and flashy as lightning. 
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CATCH WEIHa ANIMAL 


ALBERT LEA, MINN., March 30. 
—A new and strange animal was dis¬ 
covered in Bancroft Township by 
Emil Halverson* who was hunting. It 
appeared larger than a fox* and when 
pursued- jumped upon jhe trunk of a 
aree and was soon in: {he topmost 
branches. Later in the .day another 
of the species was captured- The 
animal resemb£s a fox, Has lightered 
fur about the neck and head* but the 
rest of the fur is light gray, with a 
Jet black stripe down the back. • It 
is thought the animal is a hybrid or 
felse has strayed here from its native 
haunts. 


WEIRD ANIMAL Trenton Evening Times April 11 th 

1916 


The Ska Skbpknt on Land.—A dlepatnb 
Lora lied Ciay, Ga, says farmers living 
oear the State line arc greatly excited over 
a perpent with wings that ie destroying 
cbildroD, yearling?, “beep and bogs in tbe 
monntaina. Tbo reptile in described aa be¬ 
ing 2!) feet long, wlrb two leg'-, and wire? 
tally 20 feet loog. Tbe body is black and 
ecaly and ie as big aronnd a? e targe barrel 
One hundred farmers Will iurc cut w.th 
Winchesters acd endeavor to kill tbe snake. 
Two linte girls sre known to hive bten c»r- 
ried off by ibis air-.»u“Ke. 


SEA SERPENT ON LAND 

Alexandria Gazette Virginia Ju¬ 
ly 23 rd 1891 

Thanks to Kay Coggin 
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millions of toads crossing C 

THE DALLES-CALIFO RNIA ROAD I 

Automobiles Plow Through Miles of Little Animals Migrating 
From Marshes to Higher Lund for Winter Months. 


^ 4 ''r , 'r TE ALL ere sober men," said 
Kay C. Steele, United States 
” district game warden, "but 
we doubted ourselves when it 
seemed that the road was moving 
out from u*nder us, sideways. 

"We were driving on The Dalles- 
Califorrtla highway along tho east 
shore of Upper Klamath lake, about 
8:30 or 9 o'clock at night. There 
were Harold Clifford, the state 
game warden: Paul G. Redlngton, 
the chief of the United States bio¬ 
logical survey; Dr. Rudolph Snyder 
of the bureau of animal industry; 
I,. T. Jessup, drainage engineer for 
the department of agriculture, and 
myself. . 

“Our attention was attracted by 
moving objects In the road. The 
road seemed to be covered with 
thim. They all were moving' In one 
direction across the road. They 
looked a good deal like dend leaves 
being blown across tho road. 

"Wo stopped and got out. We 
stepped on them. They were toads. 
DlttlB ones, thousands of them. Our 
car had been killing hundreds of 
them. There were lots of other cars 
on the road, doing the same thing. 
The loads wero moving from tho 
marshland to the higher ground. 
They were about the size of a dollar. 
The live ones were hopping rlftht 
over the dead ones and continuing 
tho migration. 

“For seven or eight miles we 
drove through them. It was rain¬ 
ing, and it reminded us of the stor¬ 
ies people sometimes tell that it 
Tains loads.’ 

"IVe drove along that road again 
the next night and there was hardly 
a tond carcass to be seen. I don't 
know what happened to them. 
Maybe crows and magpies at# them. 
Maybe tho rain washed them off the 
road. Maybe the traffic on tho 
' road had something to do with It. 
i All I know Is there were only a few 
I left." 

Harold Clifford added to the story. 


ds " ov# along there C 
about 2 o clock In th# afternoon, ^ 
toads were moving across about on# 
mile of the road," he sakl. "-When 
we passed that night they were 
crossing 12 miles of the road Yes 
® lr - Twelve lo 15 miles. Ray Steele 
doesn t know his distances if ho 
says seven or eight miles. I looked N 
It up on the map. There was a load 11 
on every square foot of the road. , 
“»«, ln some places they were 
thicker. 

"There were millions of them, and i« 
that's only those that were on the 
road. It was the strangest thing I 
evar saw." 

Stanley G. Jewett, leader In Oro- 
gon of predatory animal control for 
tho United Stat.es biological survey, 

Is one of the few persons Mr. Steele 
found yesterday who immediately 
believed tho toad story. 

"They're most likely ‘ Hammond's p 
spadefoot loads.:’ said. Mr. Jewett !i 
"I saw such a migration l n that a 
same locality four years ago, and t! 
another in the Callow valley of a 
southern Harney county in August, S 
1512. In Clio Callow valley there bl 
were just acres of toads. I took 
some specimens and looked up tho 
classification. r 

"The.specie* is named for a man d 
named Hammond who first dlstln- v 
gulshcd them. They are called f 
spadefoots because of a round cal- ° 
otts-llke growth on the soles of their n 
hind fact. The eggs are hatched ln b 
low; ground and when the toads are b 
grown they mlgrato to higher 
ground. After that they're seldom Jj 
seen above the ground except when d 
It rains." 8 

Mr. Jewett llksned the tonds’ ml- f 
gratlons to those of the lemmings 1 
of Scandinavia, about which Car- 0 
veth Wolls tells. 

"When the migratory urge gets ® 
hotd of animals subject to It, It " 
takes more than streams of aulomo- ? 
biles or an ocean to stop them," ho ‘ 
said. * 


MILLIONS OF TOADS CROSS ROAD 


The Morning Oregonian October 5 th 1927 
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AIR SERPENT Republican Star Maryland November 

11 th 1828 

. ■ ii — 

An * Air Serpent' lias lately been seen in 
Alabama by seveiol witnesses. It appeared to 
the eye of the observer about 20 feel lopg, amt 
3 broad) and Its million and appearin'ce are de- , 
icnbedas 1 gentleatid umlolattoi’/^o'celu), terl 
rjble and sublime, 1 The long abtcence of Ui« 1 
famous Sea Serpent from out unices is uotv#c>" 
counted for. t , 

# • , 

^ L 1 

MASSIV E FROC& t ** 

Columbus Daily Inquirer (Georgia) March 

T - - — 

A Movstcr Ercu.—Johii Clicld*, a ion 
el Erin and faithful spenmon ol tlio gentis 
iiomr, gives *n interesting account ol a * oti> 
alnlul dieonvery ot liiv ( u few days ago— 

Wliityi ditching a pond in tbe lurburbsol tlic 
town bo says ho dinr up home very largo 
^'Itltrug*,” onoofuliK.il bo fully believes 
would iuve unghcd loO pounds. This 
mighty "Itlaroji” wns encountered about 31 
fori In tLo cartK imbedded In tbo seb’4 cf«v, 

Hithoui the slightest appearance 'of *nv 
mroiis of ingress or egress Slid "JiLrog,*' 
a'cording to Pai's story, to] which! estands 
up In, was, tho mother or pMiUrrh of % 
numerehe rrogeny, tround Iter, severs! M 
uhlcli anld “jomig ona” he believed would 
* cigh thin* eti pounds etch. 

Pst insists upon the truth ol Ins state* 
went sod dots not st sli relish contradiction, 
or fun at iho expense of his integrity. 

{7)>owoar*l/s VnUrprltt, 


Now there is something very strange (and if you don't believe 
'Flying Snake' is strange, read Flying Snakes 1 - 10!) about this 
“ithrog”. If it was a kind of frog, the heaviest frogs on record 
weigh 21b, whilst this one was a massive 1001b! 
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Richmond Times Dispatch March 14 th 1951 
CONGO SNAKE? 



WHAT IS IT? —C. A. Blue, of Petersburg, who found this creature in Chesterfield 
County, didn’t know. Neither did two game wardens he showed it to. But expert* at 
the Commission of Game and Inland Fisheries finally decided it was a Congo snake, an 
amphibious member of the giant salamander family. The top portion of the composite 
photo shows most of the two-foot length of the creature. The bottom portion is a close- 
up of Its eye-less head, Unlike a snake, the salamander has four tiny legs. None of 
■ the experts involved had ever seen one beforejn Virginia ._ 
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Description—Claics of Bear, Hoofs of Cotv, Back of Bull, Belly of Monkey, Ears 
of Hippopotamus, Eyes of Gnu, Upper Lip of Sea Cote, Hind Legs of Moose, 
and the Posture of a Kangaroo. 


BflMUB* WIHJTIX-POOFIT. »M* 
1*1 survivor of tha mlghly h«rd* of 
whltrin-pooflta which roamed the 
rr'mevil forests of northern Mlene- 
aMu ages ago. Li la Duiutnj 

Her pensive wandering* through 
tht Superior national forest. urg«rt 
by a fickle IhaUnct which told ner 
that »m» day she would hearken to 
the call of her mate, hat* coma to 
end. 

There 1* no mat* for Minnie. The 
lent descendant, of her forbear*. the 
til golloping-coo- 
ftt* and th* ahr.Tl »a r itiliinie, 

patted »wi» acre ngo. according to 
Duluth k colon U-i a. 

Mow long Minnie ha«* U**d In these 
i.orthern foresta hone Mfmi to know. 
Recently tourists of other atalea. re¬ 
turning fr«m trlra ihrough Minne¬ 
sota, hate reported dating found the 
tracke of a strange animal—half 
moose, half hear, with the hind leg# 
of one and the fore legs of the 
otter. 


GENTLEMEN: THIS IS MINNIE 


W. T. ( in, state forester. expressed 
a belief that the outlandish creature 
was none other than a member of 
the specie* of totc-ica.j ahagamaw. 
which Infested the Maine woods un¬ 
til retently Mr. Cox described ike 
iMte rcud ahagamaw ax half moose, 
half hear, and with the head and 
feature* of a composite of cow and 
monkey 

A News Tribune camera man. forti¬ 
fied with a ilrirrl|>ilaa of the ani¬ 
mal as It appeared In the evening 
Herald, yesterday Invaded the woods 
la aeareh of Minnie. 

He found her. 

And. anticipating that the cynical 
editor would prove sceptic-. despite 
thi alorv In the evening Herald and 
Ihe photo, he bruught Ulruite to Du¬ 
luth with him. 

The picture shows Minnie glanc¬ 


ing Iniulrinciy over her shoulder at 
the sound of the camera’* click. 

Her certure w*» « tame affair, ac¬ 
cording to the camera min He mere 
ly pursed up his lips, cupped hls ( 
hands, and emitted an Imitation of 
th« love call of the whiffin-poofit. | 


jo), and ambled tu the side of tbs 
photogrepHer without fear It ih*n 
was a simple matter to lead her lato 
(ha city. 

Minnie* identity was established 

last night by Arthur If. Carhirt, re¬ 
el ration engineer of the V S for-, 
esiry eervle* fch* resembles a tote* 
road ahagamaw. he said, but Is In 
reality a dlrrct decendant of the i 


PROBABLY A HOAX 


Duluth News-Tribune July 27 th 1921 
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ODD RAY? 

From a Chinese language web site 





THE MAD8TONE. 

Id ail popular opinions, superstitious, and usages, there is doubtless some¬ 
thing instructive and worth examination. The notion that a peculiar stone 
called the Madstone, has the power of counteracting hydrophobia, appears 
entirely ludicrous to the man of science. Yet there may be some facts ia 
connection with this notion, which are worth observation. The foHowiog 
narrative from an intelligent correspondent appears to indicate the source 
of Madstone. 

GrtenviQt, Bond Co., ID. 

Da. Buchanan: 

Dr. a a Sih:—I herewith transmit you some information, which I be¬ 
lieve will prove interesting to your renders, in regard to that natural curios¬ 
ity, known as the Madstone. 

These facts were communicated to me by a neighbor, Mr. Grade, one of 
our old Illinois pioneers. 

Mr. Batch had a young sou bitten in the hand more thao a year since by 
a mad dog. Mr. Batch's first prompting was to try the efficacy of the 
Madstone. So immediately mounting boy and self on horseback, he start¬ 
ed to seek such stone—came on to the house of his friend Gracie. Grade 
had heard of one near Marine, some twenty miles farther. Balch and son 
rode on toward that place—passed through Highland—could hear of no 
Madstone there—on to Marine—none there, but a physician four miles 
north of Marine—whose name Gracie had forgotten—was said to have one 
in his possession; so to this physician came Balch and his boy. 

41 Many imagine themselves bitten by rabid animals when they are not," 
remarked the doctor. *• But I can soon tell how the case stands with you.” 
He produced the stone—ordered a bowl of warm milk and water, and pro¬ 
ceeded to move the stone about gently in it. When the stone had by this 
process become thoroughly warmed, it was applied to the wound, which 
was on the back of the boy's hand, where the dog's fang bad torn down 


the flesh about an inch. The bowl of milk and water was placed under¬ 
neath the extended hand. 

44 If there is any virus in the system,” said the doctor confidently, “the 
stone will adhere, otherwise it will fall off." The stone adhered. For 
thirty minutes it clung to the lad’s hand, then loosened and fell into the 
bowL The physician proceeded to move the stone back and forth therein 
for the same length of time it had adhered to the wound, “in order,” as he 
explained it, u to make it discharge the poison it had drawn from the 
wound.” Again he placed the stone. It did not remain on the boy’s hand 
so long as at first, before it fell off. It was then soaked and applied a third 
time, when it clung only ten minutes. On the fourth application it refused 
to adhere at all. 44 Ah,” exclaimed the kind physician, as the stone splashed 
back into the bowl, “ you are rid of all poison now, my boy.” 

Mr. Balch wished to borrow the stone and bring it home with him, 
one of his neighbors had been bitten at the same time with his boy. But 
the doctor hesitated. 44 1 value the stone ut a thousand dollars,” said he, 
44 and harm might come to it.” Balch however succeeded in obtaining the 
loan of it from the owner, and on his way home stopped at Grade's to 
show it. 

Gracie described the stone to me as being perfectly round—color, a clear 
and beautiful buff, size less than two iuches in diameter. ** And this is a 
Madstone,” mused Gracie, as taking it in his hand he turned it over and 
shook it. 44 Well! well! I saw one of them years ago, and didn't know it. 
Where did this come from ?'* 

"The doctor said he bought it of a hunter in Missouri, who told him he 
found it in the paunch of an elk, for,” added Balch, 44 all Madstones come 
from elks.” 

** The doctor said he bought it of a hunter in Missouri, who told him he 
found it in the paunch of an elk, for,” added Batch, 44 all Madstones come 
from elks.” 

“I am sure I saw one from another place,” replied Grade. 

And it seems some twenty-five years before, Gracie had helped a neigh¬ 
bor butcher a young heifer. While engaged in cleaning the paunch of the 
animal, preparatory to making tripe of it, the mjstress of the house sudden¬ 
ly heljl up something which looked like a large orange, and cried out, 44 See 
what a pretty rock I found in the critter’s pau. ch.” 

It was a beautiful stone resembling this one Balch had, only larger. It 
was examined with great curiosity, all wondering how it got into the heifer,” 
44 sure it was too large for her to swallow, dec.” One endeavored to cut 
it with his knife. This he could only do as we can cut a common slate 
pencil. On shaking it there appeared something loose within. Curious to 
see what this might be, one submitted the stone to a heavy blow. It imme* 
diately flew into small powdery particles, and crushed in the centre,” con¬ 
cluded neighbor Gracie, "we found a little mass of white jelly-like substance.” 

N. B. Mr. Balch’s son never felt any ill-effect from the bite alter the 
application as described. The wound immediately healed. o. s. w. 

August, 1855. 


THE M ADSTONE CURE FOR HYDROPHOBIA 

Buchanon's Journal of Man volume 5 

December 12 th 1855 


Thanks to Loes Modderman 
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■i lie second anecdote apjiears in the elabo- 
ale work of .Messrs. Kirby and Spence. “Jn 
Miirch. 1 81 0, ah Ass was shipped at Gibraltar 
m board the Ister frigate. Capt. .Forrester, 
vhieh was bound for Alalia. The vessel be- 
ng stuck on the sands off the Point de Gat, 
t spine distance from the shore, the ass was 
Iirbwn overboard to give it a chance ofswim- 
ning to land—a poor one, lor the -sea was 
uuing so high, that a boat which left the ship 
ras lost. A few days afterwards, however, 
v’heli the gates of Gibraltar wore opened in 
lie morning, the ass presented himself for ad- 
lissitm. and proceeded to (he stable, which lie- 
lad formerly occupied, to the no small sur- 
•rise of its former owner, who imagined that, 
roin some accident, the animal had not been 
hipped on board the Isler. 

On the return of this vessel to repair, how~ 
ver, (lie mystery was explained, and it turn- 
d out to he that Valiante (so the ass was eall- 
d) had only swam safely to shore, lait with- 
lit guide, compass, or travelling map, had 
mm! his wny from Point de Chit to Gihral- 
ir, a. distance of more than two hundred 
dies, which he had never travelled before, 
trough a mountainous and intricate country, 
iterseeted by streams, and in so short a pe- 
iod, that lie could not have made one false 
nil. 11.is not having been stopped on the 
tad was attributed to the'circumstance of his 
n-inerly having been used to whip criminals 
pon, which was indicated to the peasants, 
ho have a superstitious horror of such asses, 

Y the holes in their cars* to which the per¬ 
ms flogged w p.va tied.” 

SWIMMING ABILITY OF AN ASS 

Extracted from Rockford Forum Illinois January 19 th 1848 
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POSSIBLY A WOLFFISH 


The Daily Olympian 


March 28 th 1939 


Not in ycorj has o stronger of the deep aroused the interest which the 
denizen pictured obove, held by Ed McDowell, crcotcd when displayed here 



iCcttcr* mb e-mail* 



Ancient i£#¥ptian* in gork*hire 

E-mail from Richard Colborne April 5 th 2016 
Ancient Egyptians’ Links To Yorkshire Uncovered 


Dating back five millennia in a land thousands of miles away, Ancient Egypt 
could scarcely seem further removed from modern day 
Yorkshire. But now the “amazing” discovery that Egyptian mummies were 
buried near Barnsley nearly 2,000 years ago has been revealed by the curator 
of a new exhibition which shows the civilisation has closer links with the re¬ 
gion than ever previously imagined. Egyptologist Joann Fletcher, who was 
born in the town, said: “There is more and more evidence that this was happen¬ 
ing and we are undertaking scientific analysis to underpin this 
really amazing possibility. “You don’t think 2,000 years ago that Ancient 
Egyptians came to Yorkshire - but they did.”The practice of embalming and 
wrapping the dead in linen was brought to England by the Romans, the Uni¬ 
versity of York professor and BBC TV presenter said. But analysis of bones 
found in Yorkshire dating back to this time has found some of the mummies 
were bom and raised in North Africa. “It really does widen your horizons - in 
some ways it blows your mind,” she said. The Romans Are Coming exhibition, 
which is now open at the new Experience Barnsley museum at the town hall, 
features an AD 300- 400 mummy cast that would have encased a child’s body. 
Gypsum plaster was used to cover embalmed, linen-wrapped corpses to protect 
them from Yorkshire’s damp climate. “We have certainly got evidence that the 
Romans in our part of the world were embalming,mummifying and wrapping 
in linen their dead, according to - we believe - Egyptian customs,” 
she said. Examples of this have been discovered in Pollington, a few miles 
north of Barnsley and Doncaster, as well as in York and Castleford. And evi¬ 
dence of burial sites around Thurnscoe, near Barnsley, has also recently been 
found, Dr Fletcher said .’’More work needs to be done because this is just the 



tip of the iceberg,” she added. “I’m wanting to put together a comprehensive 
picture of the whole of the Barnsley area - where people lived, where they 
farmed, where they worked, where they were buried, where they worshipped.” She 
added: “Come back in 10 years and we’ll have a much better idea. 

“We’ve only just started looking to be honest,because until very recently who 
knew these existed?” Egypt became part of the Roman Empire when 
Mark Antony and Cleopatra VII - the last pharaoh - were defeated at the Battle of 
Actium in 31 BC.Their customs and artefacts were subsequently spread across the 
world as the Romans conquered more and more nations. A coin minted in the year 
of their downfall and found among a treasure hoard in Darfield, near Barnsley, 
also features in the exhibition. Dr Fletcher said the discovery of the silver piece, 
which features an image of Mark Antony and was made just before “one of the 
greatest battles, the most decisive battles, in world history”, had blown her mind. 
“They had minted these coins to pay their legions, to pay for the 500 war ships 
Cleopatra herself had funded - and of course these coins then end up in Darfield,” 
she said. Bronze figurines of Egyptian gods Isis, Serapis and Apis discovered in 
the region also feature in the exhibition alongside a collection of Roman pottery, 
jewellery, clothing and coins. It is the first time the artefacts from the Barnsley 
area - many of which were being stored at museums in Doncaster, Sheffield and 
beyond - have been brought together. “It is a very, very special exhibition,” said 
Dr Fletcher, who said there had largely been “tumbleweed” in South Yorkshire 
when it came to the history of Roman Britain until now.“It’s the first of its kind in 
this wonderful museum and it’s basically the first of many temporary exhibitions 
looking at the wealth of artefacts in Barnsley. “We have been able to look at the 
evidence and put it on the map for the first time.” 


l^ueeian JA3eerkate 


Letter from Richard George April 2 nd 2016 
Dear Richard 

Hope you're well: do you know when the latest FS is out? 

Would you be interested in a short piece I've compiled about cryptozoological ref¬ 
erences in pop and rock? I've found a couple of dozen, mostly in music of the late 
60s and 70s,which is what I like. In the meantime, something for your letters 
page,if it takes your fancy. As Russian meerkats, Alexander and Sergei of 



Compare the Market dot com would certainly be cryptids. In fact there is a crea¬ 
ture not unlike them living on the steppes and deserts of Ukraine and Transcaspia 
- the Marbled Polecat. Vormela peregusna. According to David Macdonald ( Col¬ 
lins Guide to the Mammals of Britain and Europe (1993),p. 119), it “frequently 
sits up on hind legs,sometimes stands on them” - rather meerkat-like behaviour. 
The Russian Ministry of Agriculture classifies it as rare and declining. 

Its taxonomic name is very enigmatic. Vor-mela could mean “honey-devourer”, 
although it is mainly carnivorous. Peregusna could derive from the Latin “per- 
egrinus”, meaning “coming from distant parts” 


Not Compare de Market dot com,Compare de Polecat dot com! Seemples! 


With best wishes,Richard George 

Sletronomical SlnomaUee E - mail from R.Colborne 28- 
6-16 

Rich, 

I wonder if this second moon stuff is of any interest to you. 

I’m not sure where I first read about this; I fell asleep while reading about this 
stuff and lost some of the URLs. I’ve now only got this Wikipedia page and any¬ 
thing to which it li nk s. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claimed_moons_of_Earth 

I feel that given the 19th century dates, it’s unlikely that the astronomers cited 
were totally wrong, and on the basis that other Near Earth Objects have been dis¬ 
covered and verified since, I have to ask; did any or all of them actually observe 
objects in the NEO category. 

One big question is; was there really an anomalous solar eclipse in May 1884? 

It would appear to me that one or other of the dates given in the Wikipedia article 
for various sighting and predictions is a mistake. This makes me wonder whether 
the date given for the anomalous solar eclipse (May 1884) is given correctly. 
There was no official eclipse that year, as far as I can tell; but what is meant by 
“anomalous solar eclipse”? Does that mean a ‘spurious eclipse’ or a predicted 


eclipse with some anomalous aspect to it? 


I’ll leave it with you, though I’m not sure if planets, space, and the like, is you 
thing. 

Richard Colbome 


FROM THE VAULT... 


Old letters from Clinton Keeling dated October 25 th and 30 th 1996: 

Ci ant Chinese Swifts (not to be eonfiiseb with 
Tailor Swift) 

Dear Richard Oct 25th 

Greetings - and trust all continues to go well with and for you. Many thanks for 
your esteemed order for a copy of MAA - a man of taste and discernment, 

clearly 1 .. .About the Swallow the size of a Dove, this depends entirely on how tech¬ 
nical Forster was seeking to be. The largest of the Swallows - the Blue Rough¬ 
winged Swallow ( Psalidoprocne pristoptera) 0 f north-east Africa - measures eight 
inches in length, so therefore it's already larger than both the Ground and Pygmy 
Doves. I always feel this sort of assertion is rather on a par with the oft-repeated 
information that you can cross the Atlantic on a footbridge ,as indeed you can - 
from somewhere in western Scotland to one of the Inner Hebrides! 

Kind regards, Clinton. 


October 30 th 
Dear Richard, 

Greetings - and thanks for your recent postcards. 

Concerning the “giant” Swallow - as soon as I saw the word “Chinese” on your 
1 Well of course I wish this were true! Wouldn't we all? Lol.- Dr Devo. 70 



second card I felt we'd made a breakthrough , in fact had the answer. Even 
today, with a never-before-equalled interest in animals, natural history books 
as plentiful as fallen leaves in autumn and countless superb films, there are 
still those who consistently confuse Swallows with Swifts. Ergo:such mis¬ 
takes must have been fifty times as common in the last century. I therefore 
move it was the Crested Swift (Hemiprocne longipennis) of South-East Asia, 
which does indeed measure a foot in length... 

Kind regards, Clinton 



Grey Rumped Tree Swift ( Hemiprocne longipennis) K.S. 
Seshadri. Wikipedia Creative Commons Attribution Share- 
Alike 3.0 Unported 
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Volume 1 of new journal 'Wood Knocks Journal of Sasquatch Research' now 
available on amazon etc, including an article by myself titled '.Hong Kong as a fo¬ 
cal point for Bigfoot and Yeren Studies.' Image re-produced with permission of 
David Weatherly. ISBN 9780692710340. Other contributors: Ken Gerhard, Lyle 
Blackburn, David Weatherly, Linda Godfrey, Richard Freeman, Nick Redfern, Mic- 
ah Hanks.“Congratulations to you David Weatherly and your Contributors, you've 
all really nailed it with this book . I'm really looking forward to Wood Knocks Vol¬ 
ume 2...” Review on Amazon.com by “Travis” August 7th 2016. Volume 2 

should be out in roughly March 2017. 

NEW-TYPE WILD BEAST 
PROWLS ADIRONDACK^ 

- ALBANY, N.Y.. Apni i 2 (ap).-a row type of Left: COYOTE-DOG CROSS 

wild beast is prowling the Adirondack Mountains, prey¬ 
ing on deer, livestock and poultry. 

TTie animal Is a cross between a coyote and a wild 

fr^gS^**^*”*"*** Dallas Morning News April 13 th 1950 

The hybrid has been reported in increasing numbers 
in New York State mostly in northern wooded areas. 

Reports of the beasts' presence also have com* from 
widely scattered areas of the nation. 

Game officials in Maine said coyoledces hate been 
trapped in small numbers far the last ten yeans. 

The Kish and Wildlife Service in Washington says 
that, in the Adirondack:, the beast "seems for the first 
time to have become a fairly stabilized type—a type 
that ha* been breeding for several generations." 

The coydogs, doyotes, or whatever you vrant to call 
them, weigh from thirty-five to sixty pounds. They 
vary in color from red to brown to white. Some seem 
to have chow ancestry, others German shepherd, and 
others hound. 








